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What a difference a year makes. The mood 
of the industry has shifted dramatically 

for The 2012 NAMM Show. Exhibitors and at-
tendees alike have told the UpBeat Daily staff 
that the vibe at this show has been over-the-
top positive. Here’s to keeping that energy 
flowing and making 2012 a business-building 
year. Until Summer NAMM, July 12–14, we 
leave you with just a bit of the star power that 
added to the good vibes in Anaheim.

1) Stevie Wonder was everywhere at The 
NAMM Show. The UpBeat crew caught him 
outside the Marriott. And, inset, Wonder tries 
out Kawai’s latest pianos with the company’s 
Hirotaka Kawai (left) and Brian Chung.

2) From left: Pete “Pops” Escovedo, Peter 
Michael Escovedo and Sheila E. perform at 
the Toca booth on Saturday.

3) From left: Steve Vai, Jeff “Skunk” 
Baxter and Orianthi perform during the TEC 
Awards Friday night. See page 4.

4) George Benson talks about his new 
Ibanez L GB300 hollow-body guitar during 
a press conference Saturday morning. See 
page 4.

5) Warwick artist Bootsy Collins (left) cel-
ebrates his new Space Bass with Warwick CEO 
and founder Hans Peter Wilfer, Marcus Span-
gler from the company’s custom shop, and art-
ist endorser Steve Bailey. See page 4.

6) Madonna’s guitarist Monte Pittman dem-
os his signature model at the Jarrell Guitars 
press conference Saturday morning.
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George Benson 
Breezes Into NAMM

The NAMM Show got a serious shot of 
the cool on Saturday morning as George 
Benson appeared for an early morning press 
conference to support his new Ibanez L 
GB300 hollow-body guitar.

The L GB300 was launched at the show 
to celebrate more than 30 years of collabora-
tion between Benson and Ibanez. The new 
model features a large body and wide neck 
profile and was built in Japan by Ibanez’s 
most experienced luthiers.

Benson charmed the crowd of journalists 
by playing the new model. He joked about 
stealing licks from the likes of Johnny Smith 
while playing the song “Tenderly” and gave 
some members of the press a chance to try 
out the new model.

“Oh, Mr. Pat Metheny,” Benson said to 
one volunteer. “Joe Pass lives,” he said about 
another as he pointed out the speed the new 
neck offers.

“It took about a year and a half to come to 
fruition, but they did a beautiful job,” he said. 
“I love this industry. I love all guitar players. 

I never met one guitar player who didn’t find 
something good about their playing.

“Carry on people,” he said as the event 
concluded. “Think about me. And purchase 
one of these to help the whole world play 
better on my guitar.”

George Benson

Sonnox, 
Fraunhofer IIS 
Team Up for 
New Plug-in

Sonnox and Fraunhofer IIS have col-
laborated to produce the new Sonnox 
Fraunhofer Pro-Codec plug-in. The plug-
in makes it possible to audition codecs pre-
cisely in real time. This breaks away from 
the current time-consuming cycle of having 
to encode the mix to MP3/AAC, preview it, 
tweak it and then go back and re-render. The 
entire process is accomplished on the fly and 
frees the engineer to focus on producing a 
compensated, optimized mix.

The Pro-Codec plug-in enables mixing 
and mastering engineers to audition up to 
five codecs in real time within a DAW en-
vironment, produce an optimized mix and 
batch encode to multiple formats simultane-
ously. All major codecs, including MP3, MP3 
Surround, AAC-LC and HE-AAC are sup-
ported, as are lossless codecs, such as MP3 
HD and HD-AAC.

Sonnox has developed an FFT display to 
illustrate the input signal, output difference 
signal and a unique graphical indication of 
the audibility of codec-induced noise. Bit-
stream integrity meters reveal potential de-
code overloads. Instant A-B auditioning en-
ables engineers to switch between codecs 
without glitches. A blind listening mode aug-
ments codec comparisons. MSRP: $499.
$ Sonnox (sonnoxplugins.com)

Taylor Guitars
Celebrates
Hawaiian Music

Taylor Guitars has released an all-koa 
tenor ukulele and full-sized matching Grand 
Symphony guitar. The acoustic coupling of-
fer players an exclusive tandem of instru-
mental voices that celebrate the musical heri-
tage of the Hawaii.

The instruments are designed by Senior 
Luthier Andy Powers, who has designed 
ukuleles for the likes of Elvis Costello and 
Taylor Swift. With a limited production of 30 
units, each ukulele was hand-built by Pow-
ers and features a body length of just over 
12 inches and a scale length of 17.25 inches. 
With its small size, equally diminutive ap-
pointments were needed to complement the 
ukulele. The Taylor team took a page of in-
spiration from the redesigned Koa series and 
has included a plumeria flower/island vine 
fretboard and peghead inlay crafted from 
blackwood and maple and accented with a 
flamey maple rosette.

The matching guitar in this Builder’s Re-
serve special set is an all-koa cutaway Grand 
Symphony, which features identical appoint-
ments to its smaller counterpart but with 
one tone enhancement: solid lining and side 
braces instead of traditional kerfing on the 
interior of the guitar. The result is a guitar 
that’s more responsive and dynamic.
$ Taylor Guitars (taylorguitars.com)

Recording 
King Gets 
an Update

Recording King recently updated its Cen-
tury Jubilee series slope shoulder guitars 
with an extended scale length and vintage 
styling.

The instruments’ new features are de-
signed to please both modern players and 
vintage enthusiasts. They’ve been extended 
to the full dreadnought scale of 25.4 inches 
for a little more punch and projection. The 
classic body shape still delivers the sweetness 
and ideal tonal blend characteristic of slope 
shoulder guitars, but the longer scale gives it 
a touch more volume to help cut through the 
mix. The 1 11/16-inch bone nut is comfort-
able for strumming, fingerstyle or flatpick-
ing, and combined with the bone saddle, it 
helps to give these guitars an additional de-
gree of brightness and clarity.

To celebrate the sonic upgrades, Record-
ing King made some changes in the detailing 
with ivory body and fretboard binding, pearl 
fretboard dots, vintage-inspired Golden Age 
tuners, and the classic Recording King head-
stock logo inlay.

The slope shoulder guitars are available 
in two different styles to fit the needs of any 
player. Street price starts at $499.99.
$ Recording King (recordingking.com)

From left: Billy Sheehan, Russ Paul and Steve Vai at Friday’s TEC Awards.

Vai Receives Top TEC 
Award at NAMM

The sound engineers, editors, producers 
and other audio professionals behind Robert 
Plant’s Band of Joy, Adele’s 21 and Roger Wa-
ters’ “The Wall Live Tour” were among the 
big winners at the 27th Annual Technical Ex-
cellence & Creativity Awards. The event, co-
presented by the TEC Foundation for Excel-
lence in Audio and NAMM, was held Friday 
evening at the Anaheim Hilton as part of The 
NAMM Show.

The Les Paul Award went to guitarist, 
composer and producer Steve Vai. Spon-
sored by the Les Paul Foundation, the award 
is given annually to a musician or record-
ing professional whose work has epitomized 
the marriage of music and technology. The 
award was co-presented by Russ Paul and 
bassist Billy Sheehan.

The show was hosted by “Late Show” vet-
eran Will Lee and featured performances by 
Lee, the 2 Cold ChiliBone TEC Band, Steve 
Vai, Billy Sheehan and Orianthi.

In the category of Technical Achievement, 
winners included Avid’s Pro Tools 9 (Work-
station Technology), Venue 2.9 (Sound Re-
inforcement Console) and Pro Tools | HD 
Native (Computer Audio Hardware); Solid 

State Logic’s AWS 948 (Large-Format Con-
sole) and Nucleus (Small-Format Console); 
Shure’s Beta 181 (Microphone/Sound Rein-
forcement) and PGX digital wireless (Wire-
less Technology); Genelec’s 1238CF (Studio 
Monitor); Meyer Sound Lab’s MINA (Sound 
Reinforcement Loudspeaker); Radial Engi-
neering’s WR8 Workhorse (Signal Process-
ing/Software); Moog’s Slim Phatty synthe-
sizer (Musical Instrument/Hardware) and 
Spectrasonics’ Ommnisphere v1.5 (Musical 
Instrument/Software). Winners in this year’s 
new categories were Eventide’s Space (Musi-
cal Instrument Amplification & Effects Tech-
nology) and Lab Gruppen’s PLM 20000Q 
(Amplification Hardware/Studio & Sound 
Reinforcement).

Robert Plant’s production crews won 
awards for both Record Production/Single 
with “Angel Dance” and Remote Production 
with NPR Music’s “Robert Plant and Band of 
Joy, Live in Concert” radio broadcast. The 
award for Record Production/Album went 
to Adele’s 21. The Film Sound Production 
award went to the sound designers and edi-
tors behind “Inception.”
i TEC Foundation (tecfoundation.com)

Steinway has reached an agree-
ment in principle to sell its band divi-
sion to an investor group led by Dana 
Messina, Steinway’s former CEO, and 
John Stoner, Conn-Selmer president. 
Samick, owner of 33 percent of Stein-
way’s common stock, will provide a 
portion of the financing and acquire 
equity interest in Conn-Selmer.

The parties expect to execute a de-
finitive purchase and sale agreement, 
subject to committed financing, in the 
next 30–60 days. The definitive agree-
ment will include a go-shop provision 
under which a committee of Stein-
way’s board of directors will be permit-
ted to solicit, receive, evaluate and 
enter into negotiations with alternative 
proposals for a 60-day period.

The committee will solicit alterna-
tive proposals during this period, ac-
cording to a press release issued by 
Steinway. The release went on to say 
that “there can be no assurance that 
this process will result in a superior of-
fer and there can be no assurance that 
the company will enter into a definitive 
agreement for any transaction or that 
any transaction will be completed.”
i Steinway (steinway.com)

Steinway 
to Sell 
Conn-Selmer
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NAMM introduced eight new board members during the annual meeting of members Saturday. From left: Kevin 
Cranley, chairman; Tom Bedell, founder of Two Old Hippies; Jyotindra Parekh, president of Rice Music House; Keith 
Brawley, president of Gibson Guitars; Tim Carroll, vice president of worldwide audio programs, Avid Technology; Jon 
Haber, president of Alto Music; Crystal Morris, president of Gator Cases; Jeff Mozingo, president of Mozingo Music; 
Menzie Pittman, president of Contemporary Music Center and Joe Lamond, president and CEO of NAMM.

Meet the New NAMM 
Board Members

Stan Beagley (right) from Piano Gallery in Murray, Utah, receives the Frederick C. Lowrey Award from Lowrey’s 
Seijiro Imamura and Joanie Manero during Lowrey’s annual dealer awards Friday night at the Marriott. “Lowrey 
dealers are the most valuable Lowrey asset,” Imamura said during the banquet.

Lowrey Fetes Dealers

Hohner Unveils New Gear
Hohner debuted a lineup of new prod-

ucts for 2012 at its booth on Friday after-
noon. One product released was Lanikai’s 
TunaUke System.

“TunaUke was developed to counteract 
the biggest problem with ukuleles, which is 
intonation,” said Drew Lewis, Lanikai brand 
manager. “We have combatted that with a 
compensated nut and a moveable saddle sys-
tem. The moveable saddle system allows for 
greater intonation at the 12th fret and deals 
specifically with string inconsistency.”

TunaUke technology requires no tools for 
adjusting and allows for minute accuracy in 
adjustment.

Also new from Hohner is the Anacleto 
Collection, a line of accordions made by mas-
ter accordion builder Anacleto Gabbanelli. 
Anacleto accordions are available in different 
keys and colors, including the three-switch, 
five-switch, nine-switch, two-tone, four-row 
diatonic and 48 bass piano models. They’re 
handcrafted with handmade reeds and boast 

a crystal design.
“The new accordions have a lot of bling,” 

said Gilbert Reyes, accordion brand manager 
for Hohner. “They come in different tonali-
ties and different color combinations.”

Hohner also rolled out new products 
from Sonor, including The Mikkey Dee Sig-
nature snare and the reissue of the Phonic D 
516 and D 515.

Rapco-
Horizon 
Features 
DesignVision

RapcoHorizon now offers DesignVision, 
a panel design program created specifically 
for the company’s network of professional 
systems integrators, dealers and contractors. 
The software lets the RapcoHorizon network 
create quality custom installation diagrams 
for A/V installation projects.

Ideal for companies that specify audio 
and video in permanent installation projects, 
DesignVision features a simple interface that 
enables someone with no computer aided 
design (CAD) experience to create CAD-like 
setups of custom rack panels, wall plates and 
floor pocket inserts. The system speeds up 
the quoting process and can be download-
ed to run locally on any Windows computer, 
which enables laptop users to access the 
software from anywhere, including on-site 
client meetings.

“With the fast-paced world we now live 
in, our systems integrators, dealers and con-
tractors are always looking for the quickest 
and easiest way to make their clients hap-
py,” said Darius Seabaugh, vice president of 
marketing for RapcoHorizon. “The Design-
Vision software not only provides these pro-
fessionals with the power of speed but it 
also ensures expert quality designs. All this, 
wrapped neatly in one easy-to-use, down-
loadable interface.”
$ RapcoHorizon (rapcohorizon.com)

Numark’s New 
iDJ Pro Decks 
Out iPad

Numark’s new iDJ Pro is a professional DJ 
controller that expands the user’s iPad touch 
interface, integrating seamlessly with Al-
goriddim’s djay for iPad app to form a com-
pletely new DJ experience. iDJ Pro features a 
brushed aluminum casing and is equipped 
with all the professional controls users ex-
pect, plus some design features and capa-
bilities that will inspire brand-new surges of 
creativity.

The iDJ Pro puts a 30-pin dock for iPad 
at the center of its dual-platter setup, giving 
users access to an iPad’s touchscreen along-
side an expanded layout of physical controls 
that include touch-sensitive platters; large 
die-cast aluminum volume knobs; a dedicat-
ed music-library scroll knob; and hot cues, 
looping, pitch and effect controls.

The unit is fully integrated with Al-
goriddim’s djay for iPad app and can work 
with other Core MIDI-enabled apps. It’s 
also AirPlay compatible, giving users the 
flexibility to blast their sets wirelessly 
through AirPlay speakers. iDJ Pro comes 
ready to party with professional micro-
phone and external device inputs, as well 
as balanced XLR master outputs.
$ Numark (numark.com)

Musicsoft 
Rides the 
Wave

Waves Audio has joined forces with Mu-
sicsoft Arts to introduce the Mashup iPad 
app. Featuring an advanced playback engine 
and effects controlled by an intuitive inter-
face, Mashup lets users play and mix direct-
ly from an iPad music library and download 
exclusive tracks from leading DJs, such as 
Junior Sanchez and Kris Menace. Mashup 
is a complete mobile DJ booth, with studio-
quality EQ and analog-style resonant filters, 
Vinyl Touch glitch-free scratching, and inde-
pendent time-stretch and pitch-shift for each 
of its two stereo decks, saving users thou-
sands of dollars in gear.

The MaxxAudio enhancement for Mash-
up includes MaxxVolume all-in-one dynam-
ics control, which increases the output levels 
of headphones and external speakers.

Features include dual stereo decks with 
studio-quality EQ and effects; independent 
time-stretch and pitch-shift for each deck; 
analog-style resonant high-pass and low-
pass filters with exclusive touch ribbon con-
trol; free downloadable music; and vinyl-
touch, glitch-free scratching.
$ Waves (waves.com)

Lanikai Brand Manager Drew Lewis debuts the  
TunaUke System.

Voyage-Air 
Expands 
Distribution

Voyage-Air has teamed with Music Force 
Distribution to pipeline Voyage-Air folding 
travel guitars to the United Kingdom and 
Europe.

Music Force Distribution currently sup-
plies more than 300 retailers.

“The Voyage-Air guitar is a unique prod-
uct and answers an increasingly calling need 
for a compact transportable guitar,” said Jon 
Gold of Music Force Distribution. “Yet all 
models are full-size, full-scale instruments 
that fold in half and fit into an ingenious 
custom backpack-style case. In my 22 years 
in this industry, I’ve never seen a break-
through guitar product like this, and I’m 
thrilled to bring it to our established network 
of dealers.”

3G International will also spearhead 
Voyage-Air distribution in Japan. 3G In-
ternational has 30 years of industry 
experience.

“Japan is a unique market,” said Ta-
kashi Hayakawa, 3G International’s director. 
“Many travel by train or in small cars, yet the 
quality of tone is very important.”
$ Voyage-Air (voyageairguitar.com)
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Warwick artist Bootsy Collins (left) celebrates his new Space Bass with Warwick CEO and founder Hans Peter Wilfer 
(middle) and Marcus Spangler from Warwick quality management and R&D.

Warwick Unveils 
Bootsy’s Space Bass

Warwick has created a custom bass for 
endorser Bootsy Collins. The eye-catching, 
illuminated Space Bass was introduced in the 
Warwick booth on Friday.

No one outside of the company, includ-
ing Collins, had seen the bass prior to its 
world premiere on the NAMM show floor.

“Words just can’t explain how I’m feeling 
right now,” Collins said. “You dream dreams, 
but you never dream it would happen like 
this. I’m blown away. I can’t wait to play it 
onstage.”

The Space Bass is illuminated with LED 
lights, and it has a distinctive shape designed 
in close collaboration with Collins.

“We’ve worked on this for one and a 
half years,” said Marcus Spangler, head of 

Warwick’s custom shop. “Bootsy came up 
with the idea of a spaceship from 2030. We 
made a lot of drawings, and we finally came 
up with this bass. It has a maple neck with 
a swamp ash body and ebony fretboard. It 
has 180 LED lights powered by 10 batteries.”

Deborah Malave, vice president of War-
wick USA, said, “You want somebody out 
there actively playing your bass that people 
can see.” Malave explained that the compa-
ny creates customized basses for musicians 
of all levels, and that if a player can dream it, 
then Warwick can build it.

Joining Collins at the unveiling of the 
Space Bass were Warwick founder and CEO 
Hans Peter Wilfer and artist endorsers Steve 
Bailey, Norwood Fisher and Lee Sklar.

PRS Showcases 
Signature Models

Paul Reed Smith Guitars rolled out a ver-
satile series of new signature axes and up-
dates to its SE, Core and Private Stock lines 
on Friday. Dave Navarro and Neal Schon 
were among the artists whose Private Stock 
models were released in 2012. Specifications 
on the SE Dave Navarro include a beveled 
maple top, a 24-fret maple wide thin neck, 
rosewood fingerboard and mahogany back. 

Other artists, such as Cody Kilby, Mi-
chael Ault and Brent Mason, were on hand to 
introduce the new PRS offerings. Kilby dem-
onstrated his new Private Stock signature 
model, a 16-inch Tonare Grand with Ange-
lus depth that offers hybrid bracing, hand-
machined tuners, a carbon truss rod and ex-
clusive inlays. PRS also updated several of its 
existing models, such as the SE Orianthi and 
Paul Allender models. 

Plus, the company debuted its P22 solid-
body ax with enhanced piezo system. Part-
nering with LR Baggs, PRS produced a model 
that features the same circuitry as its hollow-
body models and a bridge with uncovered 

53/10 humbucking treble and bass pickups 
that exudes warm, versatile tones.

At a fraction of the cost of PRS’s Custom 
24 models, the SE Custom 24 line has a ma-
ple top equipped with SE HFS and SE Vin-
tage Bass humbucking pickups for full, rich 
tones. It also boasts a 25-inch scale with a 24-
fret wide thin neck, mahogany back, maple 
neck with rosewood fretboard and nickel-
plated hardware for a classic Custom 24 feel.

Paul Reed Smith (right) hands Neal Schon his new sig-
nature hollow-body on Friday.

Big Anniversary 
for Native 
Instruments

Native Instruments North America is cel-
ebrating its 10th anniversary. The festivities 
are symbolized by a large-scale billboard on 
Sunset Boulevard, right outside the new Na-
tive Instruments offices in the heart of Hol-
lywood. The American branch of the com-
pany recently relocated to new offices that 
offer three times the size and now include 
the company’s own R&D facilities.

Founded in Berlin in 1996, Native In-
struments opened its first U.S. office on Hol-
lywood Boulevard in 2002.

The anniversary was celebrated with an 
invite-only club party at L.A.’s Dim Mak Stu-
dios on Saturday, featuring a star-studded 
lineup with top acts, such as DJ Craze, Tom-
my Lee & DJ Aero, Tim Exile, DJ Shiftee, DJ 
Skribble and other forward-thinking DJs and 
performers associated with the company’s 
products. Guests from all around the world 
received a red-carpet reception and stun-
ning LED walls curated by top artists using 
both DJing and performance tools by Native 
Instruments.

For 2012, Native Instruments looks to-
ward continued growth in its U.S. market 
share and to make even more use of local 
U.S. talent for its product design and devel-
opment projects. The company also plans to 
expand its worldwide staff.

Within the last year alone, Native Instru-
ments nearly doubled its revenue in the U.S. 
with such products as the Traktor Kontrol S4 
DJ controller, according to company officials.
$ Native Instruments 
(native-instruments.com)

Martin Brings 
Mayer Model

Martin Guitars recently developed the 
00-45SC John Mayer Edition — limited to 
just 25 instruments.

“There’s something about a smaller-bod-
ied acoustic guitar that has always appealed 
to me,” Mayer said. “In one glance, it inspires 
me to write, travel, perform and age along 
with it. The 00-45SC John Mayer Edition is 
my vision of the ultimate 00-45 come to life. 
It’s simply perfect.”

“There is no better ambassador for our 
custom guitars than John Mayer,” said Chris 
Martin, chairman and CEO of Martin. “We 
are thrilled to have the opportunity to col-
laborate with such a singular talent on such a 
unique instrument.”

The back, sides and headplate are con-
structed of cocobolo wood. The soundboard 
is book-matched from Martin’s Adirondack 
spruce.

Style 45 vintage appointments are exe-
cuted in blue paua shell with snowflake fin-
gerboard position markers.

Each instrument is personally signed by 
Mayer and numbered. 
$ C.F. Martin & Co. (martinguitar.com) 

The Loar’s 
Small Body, 
Big Sound

The Loar has launched the LO-
215 and 216, two small-body 
single-0 guitars with a 25.4-inch 
dreadnought scale length for ex-
tra projection.

The LO-215 and 216 are flat 
top instruments that give players 

the feel of a small-body instrument 
but still benefit from the extra volume 
of a longer scale.

The LO-215 has a solid Sitka 
spruce top on a classic 0-style body. 
The dreadnought scale length means 
that the strings have greater excur-
sion, resulting in more punch and 
projection than expected from a 

small-body guitar.
The Sitka spruce com-

bines with the flamed ma-
ple back and sides for a 
bright tone fit for any style 
of music. Ivory body bind-

ing and bound headstock 
give the LO-215 a classic 

look.
The LO-216 is built 

with the same features, 
but with mahogany 
back and sides for 
players who prefer a 
slightly darker tone. 
This model is finished 

in either natural or clas-
sic black for a historic look 

that’s different enough to stand 
out from the crowd.
$ The Loar (theloar.com)

Aviom Launches 
SK6 Stage Kit

Aviom, the exclusive developer of audio 
transport protocol A-Net, has launched the 
SK6 Stage Kit for the AllFrame Multi-Mod-
ular I/O.

In addition, the company has released 
an updated POA80 Power Over A-Net Pow-
er Supply Assembly for F6 Modular I/O 
Frames.

The SK6 Stage Kit provides an enclosure 
for the AllFrame to be used as a stage box in 
live applications.

The AllFrame Multi-Modular I/O System 
brings the flexibility of the company’s Pro64 
audio network to the wall box, stage box or 
floor pocket.

For installations and road applica-
tions, the AllFrame Multi-Modular I/O 
system eliminates several expensive and 
labor-intensive stages of the signal chain, 
while reducing cable clutter and enhanc-
ing flexibility.
$ Aviom (Aviom.com)
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AM&S Touts High-tech 
Gear From Top Brands

American Music & Sound previewed a 
long list of new high-tech products from its 
many brands Friday.

Allen & Heath added an 80-channel digi-
tal mixing console, the GLD-80, to its iLive 
series. “We saw a large gap in the market for 
the next price point down, aimed at church 
market, school market, those regional con-
tractors,” said Michael Palmer, national sales 
manager of Allen & Heath products. “Essen-
tially, we married all of the heritage of the GL 
series analog product we’ve been making for 
the last 20-some years with our digital back-
bone we’ve been successful with in the past 
few years.”

Allen & Heath filled another gap in the 
market with its Zed-16FX and Zed-18 rack-
mount mixing consoles featuring Doper 
high-gain pre-amps, four-band musiQ Brit-
ish EQ, four aux sends and 100-mm pro ta-
per faders.

Big news came from Nord in the form of 
the C2D, a two-manual combo organ with 
real drawbars; the Nord Piano 2 HA 88 with 
128 MB of additional RAM; and the Nord 
Drum virtual analog drum synthesizer with 
four high-sensitivity inputs that accept ev-
erything from common drum pads and 

triggers to sequencers and microphones.
“The most requested thing we’ve had on 

the extremely successful C2 organ was real 
drawbars,” said Mike Papa, national sales 
manager for Nord. “The original C2 used like 
a lightbar, and the C2D is the hardware ver-
sion of that. It’s essentially the same sound 
engine, but we improved the Leslie a bit and 
added percussion click.”

Other notable new products at the Amer-
ican Music & Sound booth included Tur-
bosound’s two-piece TMS-2 loudspeaker 
system, Studiologic’s NumaCompact digital 
piano and Sledge virtual analog synthesizer, 
Vestax’s VCI-400 tabletop DJ MIDI control-
ler, Xone’s DB2 DJ mixer and XD253 head-
phones, Beyerdynamic’s DT 770 Pro 32-ohm 
headphones and M 88 Limited Anniversary 
Edition microphone in original chrome fin-
ish, Fostex’s AR-4i audio recorder for iPhone 
and DC-R302 three-channel mixer/two- 
channel flash recorder for DSLR cameras, 
Alpine hearing protection earplugs with two 
levels of attenuation, Sonomax custom-fitted 
earphones, and Focusrite’s Automap 4 MIDI 
controller software and Twitch DJ controller.
$ American Music & Sound
(americanmusicandsound.com)

Marshall
Celebrates 
50 Years of 
Amp Making

It’s a landmark year for Marshall Am-
plification. The globally respected British 
company is celebrating its 50th anniver-
sary in 2012. 

“To be honest, when Dudley Craven, 
RIP, Ken Bran and myself teamed up with 
the idea of building the world’s first rock 
’n’ roll amplifier in the autumn of 1962, 
we would have been delighted if we could 
have made and sold 50 of them,” said the 
firm’s founder and namesake, Jim Mar-
shall. “We had no idea if the company 
would last 50 days, let alone still be going 
strong 50 years later.”

The reason Marshall decided to build 
that now legendary first Marshall was sim-
ple: He listened to the tonal wishes of the 
up-and-coming rock guitarists who fre-
quented his small music shop on the out-
skirts of London. He understood their 
wants and reacted accordingly.

“They told me what they were looking 
for from a guitar amplifier,” he said. “Be-
cause there was nothing available at the 
time that quite did exactly what they want-
ed, I decided to put together a team that 
could build an amp that could recreate the 
sound I could hear in my head based on 
what the lads’ described to me.”

And thus a legend in the guitar amplifica-
tion world was born.

American Music & Sound’s Pablo Mastodon holds up the Nord C2D combo organ while Nord National Sales Man-
ager Mike Papa speaks at the company’s booth Friday.

Jim Marshall

Vigier
Excalibur
Gets an 
Upgrade

Vigier has improved its Excalibur Sur-
freter by upgrading the fretboard material to 
a specially designed alloy called “imetal.” 

This new chrome-colored metal is hard-
er than the previous Delta Metal, giving the 
guitar even more sustain. It’s also more re-
sistant to wear, doesn’t tarnish and boasts a 
long-lasting shine.
$ Vigier (vigiergutiars.com)

Aphex 
Rolls Out 
Two New 
Pre-amps

Aphex recently added the EX.BB 500 
and the HeadPod4 to its mix of pre-amp 
audio products.

The EX.BB 500 adds the sonic depth of 
the Big Bottom, with its dynamic low-fre-
quency punch, improved detail and much-
exalted thickness. This compact 500 series 
product delivers all of the critical perfor-
mance demanded, while fitting racks from 
API, Radial, A Designs, Empirical Labs and 
Tonelux.

The HeadPod4 is simple to oper-
ate with four individual volume controls 
for each channel’s discrete and powerful 
Aphex amplifier. The HeadPod4 provides 
both digital and analog inputs and high-
quality analog-to-digital conversion and 
sound monitoring.

There’s no unplugging and replugging, 
as the HeadPod4 lets users leave all the in-
puts right in place and dial in exactly what 
each one needs.
$ Aphex (aphex.com)

Prolok Pads 
Gig Bags

Prolok offers six series of soft gig bags for 
guitar and two series for keyboard. 

Identifiable by their bold trim colors in 
stylish designs, Prolok bags feature a vari-
ety of padding thicknesses and a vast assort-
ment of pockets for Ipods, headphones and 
accessories. 

On the Jupiter series, an accessory com-
partment unzips to become a convenient 
backpack. 

MSRP: $39.95, $99.
$ Prolok (prolok-usa.com)

iConnectivity
Delivers 
New Muse

The iConnectMUSE by iConnectivity is 
a palm-sized personal mini-mixer that com-
bines several music accessories into one iOS-
controlled product, ideal for gigs at home or 
on the road.

With iConnectMUSE, the user experi-
ences high-quality audio processing, im-
proved audio latency, the ability to share and 
mix audio through an iOS device, and even 
charge the iOS device at the same time. 

Featuring six stereo inputs and six stereo 
outputs, each with its own unique mix, this 
ultra-compact device may be small in size but 
huge on functionality and features. It’s designed 
for student musicians exploring personal com-
position techniques, professional musicians 
composing in a hotel room or on tour, or per-
forming musicians who need consistency mov-
ing from gig to gig.

MSRP: $229.99.
$ iConnectivity (iconnectivity.com)

The International Coalition for the Promotion of Music Making gathered Wednesday. Made up of opinion lead-
ers and heads of MI and pro audio associations from around the world, the 40 delegates heard presentations 
on the Thai and Russian MI markets and discussed Lacey Act implementation and sustainable material issues. 
Discussions at the annual International Coalition Meeting often inspire cooperation across borders for programs 
designed to create more music makers globally.

International Gathering
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Orange OV4 Adjusts Tubes
Orange Amplification released its new 

DIVO tube adjusting technology during a 
Friday morning press conference.

DIVO automatically adjusts the bias of 
the output power tubes to ensure their full 
potential is realized. It monitors the amp’s 
performance and will isolate faulty tube fail-
ures by running them at half-power until the 
tubes can be changed.

The technology is at the heart of the 
DIVO Orange Tube Sync OV4, a complete 
stand-alone unit that can be used with Or-
ange amps or other brands.

“This is really cool because this allows 
you to mix and match tubes without having 
to take your amp out to a tech,” said clini-
cian Doug Doppler of the OV4. “If I’ve got 
my blues gig on Monday night, I put in all 
my 6V6s, and the clean side of the amp re-
sponds to that really well. Then you move 
over to the dirty channel for some classic 
rock, and you put in four KT88s. Then you 
move toward the heavy stuff, and you put in 
one 6V6, one KT88 and a pair of EL 34s to 
keep it tight on the bottom end.”

Orange also introduced the Micro Ter-
ror, a micro amp that has a single 12AX7 
pre-amp tube with 20 watts RMS of solid-
state output. It’s powered via a 15-volt DC 
supplier, features an auxiliary input for MP3 
player or CD, and can be plugged into any 
cabinet with 4 ohm or greater handing (even 
a 4 x 12).

And for something a bit larger and more 
powerful, the company reintroduced the 
OR50H, its 40th anniversary amplifier — 
first introduced in 2008.

“A great single-channel guitar amp is 
something you connect with as a guitar play-
er,” Doppler said. “This place is filled with 
brilliant amplifiers that have taken multiple 
channels to kind of create the experience 

that really, ideally, as a guitar player you 
would like to have in a one-channel ampli-
fier. This gives me a chance to plug into the 
OR50 here.”
$ Orange (orangeusa.com)

Orange clinician Doug Doppler shows off the DIVO Orange Tube Sync OV4 on Friday morning.

Morley 
Provides 
Buffer 
Boost

Morley has launched the Buffer Boost, 
which is a combination buffer circuit and 
clean boost pedal.

The buffer circuit maintains guitar tone 
and overall signal strength even when us-
ing it with effects that typically load down 
your signal. 

It’s the culmination of years of buffer 
circuit design used in Morley pedals, such 
as the Steve Vai Bad Horsie Wah, the Mark 
Tremonti Wah and the George Lynch Drag-
on 2 Wah.

The Buffer Boost is also a handy clean 
boost pedal. A footswitch lets users turn the 
boost on and off as needed, and a level knob 
offers up to 20 dB of boost. Dual LEDs show 
that the pedal power is on when the boost 
is engaged.

MSRP: $119.
$ Morley (morleypedals.com)
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Fender Upgrades, 
Adds Acoustics

Fender has introduced multiple new 
models for 2012. Several existing models 
have received significant upgraded features. 
The new instruments include a limited-edi-
tion, U.S.-made model from Fender’s Cus-
tom Shop and three signature models hon-
oring today’s artists.

Limited to 150 instruments, the U.S.A. 
Select Kingman C dreadnought offers a 
depth of resonant tone and elegant design 
distinguished by a Custom Shop Fiesta Red 
gloss finish, aged white body binding and 
vintage-style appointments. Features include 
a solid Engelmann spruce top with forward-
shifting scalloped x-bracing and solid ma-
hogany back and sides; vintage C-shaped 
maple neck with rolled edges, dual-action 
truss rod and Stratocaster headstock shape; 
and a 9-inch radius rosewood fingerboard 
with bone nut and 20 frets.

The California series includes the So-
noran SCE Thinline and Redondo CE. The 
Sonoran SCE Thinline features a sleek, tight 

dreadnought body 3 inches deep for easy 
playing and a Fishman Isys pickup system 
with on-board tuner. Other features include 
a solid spruce top with scalloped x-bracing 
for richly resonant tone, mahogany back and 
sides, three-ply gold pickguard, C-shaped 
bolt-on maple Stratocaster neck, 20-fret 
rosewood fingerboard with bone nut, and a 
Fender Viking rosewood bridge.

New in the artist signature models are the 
Alkaline Trio Malibu, the Duane Peters So-
noran SCE and the Robert Schmidt Electric 
Signature mandolin. The Alkaline Trio Mali-
bu takes a classic 1960s-era Malibu folk-style 
acoustic and adds a heart-shaped rosette de-
signed by the band.

The Robert Schmidt Electric Signature 
mandolin is designed by Flogging Molly’s 
mandolin player, Robert Schmidt, and is 
Fender’s first signature mandolin. It boasts 
a dark walnut stain spruce top and carved 
maple back and sides.
$ Fender (fender.com)

Korg Humidi-Beat 
Humidifies While 
Keeping Time

Korg’s new Humidi-Beat met-
ronome with humidity/temperature 
detector offers a personal metronome 
and instrument care assistant for 
nearly every musician. Acoustic instru-
ments of all types can be affected by 
changes in temperature and humidity. 
The Humidi-Beat can monitor these 
elements, so adverse conditions can 
be avoided. A clock function is also 
included.

Available in both black and white, 
the compact Humidi-Beat features an 
easy-to-read LCD screen. The volume 
can be set to loud or soft or muted for 
visual-only use. There are 13 rhythm 
patterns, and the measure length can 
be set from zero to nine beats. The 
tempo can be set in pendulum steps 
like a traditional metronome, or in full 
steps. The tempo can also be set using 
the tap tempo buttons.

The Humidi-Beat is equipped with 
a clock, a thermometer and a relative 
humidity detector that can monitor the 
environment where the instrument is 
being played, in addition to monitor-
ing conditions inside the instrument’s 
case. MSRP: $59.99.
$ Korg (korg.com)

Free Training in
Recording, 
Live Sound 
Technologies

The H.O.T. (Hands-On Training) Zone 
on Level 2 of the Anaheim Convention 
Center presents a fun, interactive final day 
of free educational sessions that include 
“DJ Ops Conference,” “Live Mixing With 
Professionals,” “Stick ‘n’ Skins — the Ses-
sions” and “The Wrecking Crew Reunion/
Screening.” See a list of today’s H.O.T. 
Zone sessions at namm.org/thenammshow, 
or check the 2012 NAMM Show smart-
phone app, available for download at your 
phone’s app store.
i NAMM (namm.org)

Cordoba Takes 
Guilele to the 
Next Level

Featuring a soft cutaway and an on-
board pickup, Cordoba’s Guilele CE ad-
vances the company’s new Guilele a step 
further. The six-string ukulele-sized guitar 
unites the tuning and playability of a gui-
tar with the portability and convenience of 
a ukulele.

The Guilele CE provides easy access to the 
upper frets, making the instrument equally 
as capable as a full-sized guitar. Making no 
compromises on tone or convenience, it’s de-
signed to be a vibrant travel companion.
$ Cordoba (cordobaguitars.com)
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Steinberg Interfaces With UR28M, UR824 
Steinberg has introduced the beginning 

of its new range of audio interfaces with USB 
2.0 connectivity: the rackmountable UR824 
interface and the desktop UR28M interface. 

With the UR interfaces, Steinberg offers 
two professional solutions for musicians and 
producers. Both interfaces provide sufficient 
means of connectivity, D-Pre microphone 
pre-amps, plus DSP-powered reverb and 
channel-strip effects for monitoring at zero 
latency.

The UR824 features eight Neutrik combo 
inputs, eight TRS outputs and two pairs of 
ADAT I/O doubling as S/PDIF that add up 
to 24 channels, plus Word clock I/O with 
JetPLL ultra-low jitter support. The UR28M 
offers two Neutrik combo inputs, two TRS 

inputs, six TRS outputs and S/PDIF I/O. The 
two-track input is an additional option for 
monitoring reference sources.

The UR824 features eight D-Pre micro-
phone pre-amps, while the UR28M comes 
with two D-Pres. Each Class-A discrete mi-
crophone pre-amp utilizes an advanced In-
verted Darlington circuit design and boasts 
a –26 dB pad selector and 48-volt phan-
tom power. Another highlight is the dsp-
MixFx technology powered by Yamaha’s 

custom-designed SSP2 DSP chip. This offers 
latency-free monitoring together with the 
REV-X reverb and the Sweet Spot Morphing 
channel strip to users of any DAW software. 
The included dspMixFx DSP mixer handles 
all aspects of routing and monitor mixing in 
one easy-to-navigate interface.

The REV-X featured in the UR824 and 
UR28M is a complex reverb algorithm devel-
oped by Yamaha. Known for its sound qual-
ity, the REV-X features three types of reverb 
effects: hall, room and plate simulations with 
reverb time and level control.

The Sweet Spot Morphing channel strip 
consists of a sidechain-enabled compres-
sor and a three-band parametric equalizer, 
which can be applied to up to eight mono 

input channels or four stereo input channels 
on the UR824 and four mono input channels 
or two stereo input channels on the UR28M.

By including Cubase AI 6, a dedicated 
version of Steinberg’s Cubase music produc-
tion system, both UR interfaces provide a full 
system solution for recording music in stu-
dio quality. Supporting up to 48 MIDI tracks, 
16 instrument tracks, 32 audio tracks and 16 
physical inputs at 96-kHz and 24-bit resolu-
tion, Cubase AI 6 comes with the HALion 
Sonic SE VST instrument and 26 quality au-
dio effect processors. Other features include 
score editing, real-time pitch shifting and 
time stretching plus ReWire support. MSRP: 
UR28M, $499.99; UR824, $999.99.
$ Steinberg (steinberg.net)

Alfred Arranges
Journey Music 
for the Piano

Alfred recently released Journey: Piano 
Sheet Music Anthology, a comprehensive sheet 
music collection for the rock band with more 
than 150 pages, arranged for piano, vocal 
and guitar. The songbook contains 28 ar-
rangements drawn from nearly 35 years of 
the band’s repertoire, including “Any Way 
You Want It,” “Don’t Stop Believin’,” “Lights” 
and “Open Arms.” MSRP: $24.99
$ Alfred (alfred.com)

Mike Mangini
Tours With 
Zildjian Artist 
Drumstick

Zildjian drumstick artist Mike 
Mangini has added another line to 
his resume: drummer for progres-
sive rock band Dream Theater. 
Mangini is currently on tour with 
his artist model drumstick.

Resin-impregnated laminated 
birch provides extra density and 
heft to the stick. The enhanced 
power and control provided by 
the material is well-suited for the 
extreme drumming required for 
the Dream Theater live shows.

Mangini’s drumming can also 
be heard on Dream Theater’s new 
recording, A Dramatic Turn of 
Events.
$ Zildjian (zildjian.com)
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Gator Adds to 
Commander
Series Bags

Gator has added to its Commander series 
with a new 335 model designed to fit most 
Gibson ES-335 and similar-style semi-hol-
low-bodied electric guitars.

Gator’s Commander series features a 
dual textured, weather-resistant exterior 
and polyethylene-reinforced interior shield, 
providing heavy-duty protection in a light-
weight, easy-to-carry bag. It’s equipped with 
an army of storage compartments and pock-
ets to hold a laptop, mobile recording devic-
es, hard drives, cables and more. The ultra-
foam-quilted interior features an adjustable 
neck support system to transport an instru-
ment safely and securely. Hideaway padded 
backpack straps and a reinforced firm grip 
side handle make transport easy.
$ Gator Cases (gatorcases.com)

Jammin Pro 
Connects With 
USB Nylon 202

Jammin Pro recently added the USB Ny-
lon 202 to its guitar line.

The USB Nylon 202 has all the features 
users want in a classical and electro-acoustic 
guitar, but it also has a 2.0 USB connection 
to hook up to a computer for direct record-
ing. The instrument comes packaged with 
Magix Music Maker LE to transform a com-
puter into a recording studio.

The USB Nylon 202 is easy to use and 
simple to connect.
$ Jammin Pro (jamminpro.net)

Gibraltar Unveils 
New Rack Quick 
T-Leg Clamp

The Rack Quick T-Leg clamp adds a 
speedy option to Gibraltar’s line of hardware 
offerings.

This new quick T-leg clamp reduces the 
time it takes to attach a T-leg rack section to 
a vertical post. Two separate hinged clamps 
are used to expedite the attachment process. 
One clamp works on the T-leg itself and is 
mounted at an angle, so it’s easy to tighten 
with a drum key. The vertical tube section 
slides easily into the tube and tightens with 
a big T handle.

The unit’s also available as mini and stan-
dard T-leg packages in black or chrome.

MSRP: $45–$76.
$ Gibraltar (gibraltarhardware.com)

Roland has released the AT-900 Plati-
num Edition (AT-900P) organ, the most 
recent addition to the company’s Music 
Atelier family. The AT-900P is housed in a 
handcrafted cabinet with a walnut finish. 
Fundamental organ voices are refined with 
the latest music expression technology to 
fuse with rich, classic organ tones. Derived 
from the VK series combo organs, Roland’s 

Virtual Tone Wheel organ sound offers 
authentic vintage organ tones and rotary 
characteristics, while additional SuperNAT-
URAL sounds provide realism in all music 
genres. The AT-900P is home to Roland’s 
newest arranger technology, with new mu-
sic styles, enhanced main rhythm grooves, 
V-Drums and orchestral voicing. 
$ Roland (rolandconnect.com)

Roland Organs Go Platinum
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Line 6 Offers Flagship Pod HD Pro
Line 6 is showing the Pod HD Pro rack-

mountable multieffect processor, which 
comes loaded with an arsenal of 22 HD gui-
tar amp models and 22 HD guitar pre-amp-
only models, ideal for driving a tube amp’s 
power section.

HD models are a leap forward in model-
ing quality, giving digital signal processing all 
the feel, dynamics and playability that makes 
guitarists passionate about great tube amps. 
Detailed amplifier behavior, including sin-
gle-ended class A tube stages, class AB push/
pull interactions and power supply behavior, 
are emulated with nuance. The result is ideal 
warmth, feel, sustain and articulation.

More than 100 M-class effects — de-
scended from Line 6 pedals, such as the DL4 
delay modeler and the M13, M9 and M5 

stompbox modelers, as well as eight new 
mic models and 16 new cab models — also 
come stock for a variety of modern, vintage 
and boutique-inspired tones.

An extensive digital and analog I/O 
makes Pod HD Pro flexible, powerful and 
ready for any studio or stage application. The 

AES/EBU out doubles as the L6 LINK jack, 
which, when connected to a Line 6 DT-series 
tube amplifier, creates a boutique amp fac-
tory capable of producing a virtually unlim-
ited variety of tones with boutique warmth 
and feel.
$ Line 6 (line6.com)

Applied Research and Technol-
ogy has introduced the Tube MP/C, a 
tube pre-amp and optical compressor. 
It’s a multipurpose tool for audio engi-
neering and recording. Enclosed in a 
tabletop chassis are two independent 
circuits featuring a tube-based analog 
pre-amplifier and a VCA-less compres-
sor with optical gain reduction control.

Used as a mic/line pre-amp or as 
a DI box, the Tube MP/C is designed 
to work with any recording, sound re-
inforcement or electronic instrument 
setup. ART’s Tube MP/C circuitry is a 
hybrid design, using solid-state and 
tube technology. 

The Tube MP/C maintains signal 
integrity and low noise. A tube-based 
opto-compressor circuit follows the 
tube pre-amp. While the pre-amp is 
always active, the compressor may be 
bypassed. The pre-amplifier’s active, 
balanced solid-state input provides 
low noise and ideal CMRR. The 1/4-
inch input has a high impedance, 
and a transformer isolated XLR out-
put makes it possible to use both the 
XLR and 1/4-inch outputs at once. 
The compression circuit features a 
VCA-less design and utilizes optical 
electronics coupled with a 12AX7a 
vacuum tube gain stage. The compres-
sor is soft knee by design.

MSRP: $129. 
$ ART (artproaudio.com)

ART Tube MP/C 
Pre-amplifies, 
Compresses

Ovation Adds
to Celebrity
CC Series

Ovation has added two new mod-
els to its Celebrity CC series. The 
CC series CC29S-4C offers comfort 
in any playing position, and Ova-

tion’s ergonomically designed con-
tour body provides improved acous-
tic performance and features a solid 
cedar top, rosewood fingerboard and 
bridge, chrome hardware, as well as 
Ovation’s own OP4BT pre-amp with 
on-board tuner. MSRP: $599.

The new CC49S-VA marks Ova-
tion’s first multi-sound hole Celeb-
rity model to offer the benefits of its 

contour body. Improved ergo-
nomic bowl shaping gives 
the guitar a more comfort-
able feel and provides a 
jumbo guitar-sized acous-

tic response with the feel 
of a smaller-bodied in-

strument. The CC49S-
VA also features a solid 
spruce top finished in 
a vintage amber stain, 

rosewood fingerboard 
and bridge, chrome hard-

ware, and Ovation’s own 
OP4BT pre-amp with on-board 

tuner. MSRP $599.50.
$ Ovation (ovationguitars.com)
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Daisy Rock Brings 
Back Multiple Models

Daisy Rock Girl Guitars has reintro-
duced electric, acoustic and bass models 
back into its lineup of female-friendly gui-
tars. These new models include the Star-
dust Elite Venus electric guitar in Vintage 
Ivory Pearl finish; the Rock Candy Classic 
electric guitar in Atomic Pink finish; the 
Rock Candy bass in Diamond Sparkle fin-
ish; the Debutante Junior Miss Short Scale 
acoustic in Bubble Gum Pink, Popsicle 
Purple and Cotton Candy Blue finishes; 
and the original flagship Pepper Mint Pink 
Daisy electric guitar.

Daisy Rock’s Stardust Elite Venus guitar 
sports a classic Vintage Ivory Pearl finish, 
crème binding with an abalone inlay and 
a Vines & Flowers fingerboard inlay. The 
guitar features set-neck construction for 
increased sustain and stability, mahogany 
body with a pearloid top, and Daisy Rock’s 
trademark Slim & Narrow neck. High-out-
put humbuckers are controlled by a three-
way selector switch, and feature a push-
pull tone control that taps the humbuckers 
to add single-coil sounds for sonic versatil-
ity. The Venus also comes equipped with 
top-of-the-line features usually reserved 
for guitars that cost twice as much. These 
include Grover tuning machines and a 

fully adjustable tune-o-matic bridge with 
string-thru body for maximum sustain, ac-
curate intonation and rock solid tuning.

The Rock Candy Classic guitar features 
a lightweight contoured sycamore body 
that’s designed to fit the female form. Top-
of-the-line quality components include 
Duncan Designed humbuckers and a fully 
adjustable tune-o-matic bridge with stop 
bar tailpiece.

The Rock Candy bass includes EMG 
Select pickups with active EQ, master vol-
ume, 12 dB bass cut/boost, 12 dB treble 
cut/boost and a pickup blender pot for 
sonic versatility. Plus, the Rock Candy 
bass features Grover tuners for rock solid 
tuning.

The Debutante Junior Miss acoustic is 
a quality 3/4-size, short-scale guitar that’s 
ideal for the beginning guitarist. Debu-
tante by Daisy Rock is a guitar line made 
exclusively for girl beginner guitarists, and 
they offer many of the same features seen 
in the Daisy Rock line, such as the trade-
mark Slim & Narrow neck, lightweight 
bodies and eye-catching colors that are 
ideal for younger girls.

MSRP: $139–$559.
$ Daisy Rock (daisyrock.com)

KTS Unleashes the 
Tone in Small Parts

KTS Musical Products has refined Titani-
um to a higher level of purity to create new 
tone-resonant guitar and bass components.

KTS Titanium upgrades offer users rich-
er highs and mids, as well as meatier lows. 
The notes will seem to jump off the fretboard 
as users play with enhanced note definition, 
longer sustain, more stable string vibration 
and less string breakage.
$ KTS Musical Products (apintl.com)

Korg Offers Rainbow 
of Color for Tuners

Korg is now offering its Pitchclip and 
AW-2G clip-on guitar and bass tuners in 
eight limited-edition colors: violet, indigo, 
blue, green, yellow, orange, red and pink.

Compact and easy-to-use, Pitchclip is the 
low-profile addition to Korg’s clip-on tuner 

family. Its high-contrast LED display can be 
angled up to 120 degrees and inverted, as-
suring clear visibility when mounted in front 
of or behind the headstock. Simple and us-
er-friendly, the Pitchclip provides fast pro-
cessing, accuracy within ±1 cent, a detection 
range from A0 to C8 and high visibility. A 
single CR2032 Battery provides a generous 
17 hours of use, while the auto power-off 
function preserves the battery life.

The AW-2G clips on to any guitar’s 
headstock and provides accurate tuning in-
formation without getting in the way. Rely-
ing on either piezo-electric vibrations or the 
built-in microphone, the AW-2G is reliable 
in any musical environment. The LCD dis-
play is backlit and reversible, assuring su-
preme visibility in any environment. The 
unique double ball-joint mounting pro-
vides maximum versatility.
$ Korg (korg.com)
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Cherry Lane
Examines 
Mayer’s
Guitar Skills

Cherry Lane has published two books 
that focus on John Mayer’s guitar prowess. 
John Mayer — Legendary Licks and John May-
er Live: The Great Guitar Performances are 
guides that analyze his work.

John Mayer — Legendary Licks examines 
Mayer’s signature guitar parts and solos. Au-
thor Toby Wine presents the parts in short 
sections for easy comprehension. This book/
CD pack explains Mayer’s approaches to so-
loing, rhythm parts and songwriting. It ex-
plores numerous songs, including “Back 
To You,” “Blues Intro,” “City Love,” “Come 
Back To Bed,” “Come When I Call,” “Cov-
ered In Rain,” “Good Love Is On The Way” 
and “Gravity.”

John Mayer Live: The Great Guitar Perfor-
mances is a new addition to Cherry Lane’s 
Play-It-Like-It-Is Guitar series. It’s a col-
lection of 14 tracks, which are featured on 
three of Mayer’s live albums. The songbook 
has note-for-note guitar transcriptions with 
tablature for such songs as “Belief,” “Come 
When I Call,” “Comfortable,” “Every Day I 
Have The Blues,” “Gravity,” “Man On The 
Side,” “Neon” and “Vultures.”
$ Cherry Lane (halleonard.com)

Vic Firth’s 
Titanic Stick 
Design

Vic Firth’s new Titan 
series of drumsticks have 
been designed with a tech-
nology to maximize their 
durability and playability.

Made from an advanced 
aerospace-grade carbon fi-
ber composite, each stick 
is very consistent in weight 
and pitch, while providing 
resilience.

All of this is accom-
plished without sacrific-
ing the feel and sound pro-
duced by a wood stick. 

This new series features 
the designs of the American 
Classic 5A and 5B.

MSRP: $99.95.
$ Vic Firth (vicfirth.com)

Takamine Adds to G-Series 
Takamine has added the EG240DLX, 

EG536SHB and EG430SC-WR to its G-se-
ries guitar line. Designed and built under the 
supervision of Takamine’s head luthiers, G-
series guitars are created to serve all players 
from the hobbyist to the professional.

The new EG240DLX features a hand-
selected bearclaw spruce top, highly figured 
mahogany back and sides, and Takamine 
pickup and pre-amp system.

The EG536SHB is a herringbone dread-
nought featuring a high-grade Sitka spruce 
soundboard that creates a powerful and 
dynamic voice with a broad tonal range. 
Rosewood back and sides allow for maxi-
mum projection, and an included Takamine 
pickup and pre-amp system ensures every 

performance scenario is covered.
The EG430SC-WR NEX small jumbo 

body guitar is designed for broad dynamic 
range and tonal balance. The solid cedar top 
responds well to a light touch for fingerstyle 

passages yet still sings with authority when 
strummed vigorously. The back and sides are 
a figured maple that’s highlighted by the high 
gloss finish in a rich wine red color.
$ Takamine (takamine.com)
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Genelec 8020B Monitor 
an Eco-friendly Choice

Genelec has released the 8020B bi-am-
plified active monitoring system, offering 
improved features with an emphasis placed 
on environmental care. The compact sys-
tem (measuring 9.53 by 5.94 by 5.59 inch-
es) has been designed for monitoring work 
in difficult listening environments, particu-
larly those with a lack of space. The 8020B, 
despite its space-saving size, incorporates 
Genelec’s acoustic design innovations to 
minimize all forms of distortion in all listen-
ing environments.

The 8020B features a mains power switch 
located on the enclosure’s rear panel. The ro-
tary front panel control is used for sound 
level adjustment only. The audio signal can 
still be muted (the front LED stays on) in 
turning the front panel volume knob fully 
counterclockwise, but actual mains power 
is only switched off using the rear panel on/
off power switch, which turns the front LED 
on/off. This also enables turning the power 
off without changing the set level, as in all 
of Genelec’s other products. Along with this 
change, the second rear-mounted XLR con-
nector has been removed. This new control 
configuration offers new options for environ-
mentally conscious users and those looking 
to cut down on energy consumption.

The 8020B’s die-cast aluminum Mini-
mum Diffraction Enclosure features rela-
tively large internal volumes; visually pleas-
ing, softly curved edges; and mechanical 
strength. The 8020B’s advanced Directiv-
ity Control Waveguide technology provides 
a smooth on- and off-axis response. The 
long, curved reflex port ends in a wide flare 

for ideal bass articulation. As a result, the 
8020B offers imaging accuracy and low-fre-
quency extension.

The 8020B features a 4-inch bass driver 
along with a 0.75-inch tweeter loaded into 
a new advanced Genelec Directivity Wave-
guide. The free field frequency response is 
66 Hz–20 kHz. The system is capable of de-
livering sound pressure levels of up to 105 
dB maximum peak acoustic output per pair 
at a distance of 39.37 inches.

MSRP: $595.
$ Genelec (genelecusa.com)

NAMM’s voting members recently 
elected a new slate of nominees to 
the association’s board of directors at 
its annual meeting of members. 

The eight new directors joining 
the NAMM board from 2012–2015 
include:

Tom Bedell, founder of Two Old 
Hippies, a manufacturer and supplier 
of lifestyle brands featuring Breed-
love and Bedell acoustic guitars and 
Peace, Love & Rock ’n’ Roll apparel 
and gifts; Keith Brawley, president 
of Gibson Guitars for North Amer-
ica; Tim Carroll, vice president of 
worldwide audio programs for Avid 
Technology and a member of the Sup-
portMusic Coalition; Jonathan Haber, 
president of Middletown, N.Y.-based 
Alto Music and member of the Alli-
ance of Independent Music Mer-
chants advisory board; Crystal Morris, 
president and co-founder of Gator 
Cases and a member of the Young 
Presidents Organization, NASMD 
and the Percussive Arts Society; Jeff 
Mozingo, president of Mozingo Music 
in O’Fallon, Mo.; Jyotindra Parekh, 
president of Columbia, S.C.-based 
Rice Music House; and Menzie Pitt-
man, president and director of educa-
tion at Contemporary Music Center in 
Haymarket, Va.
i NAMM (namm.org)

New NAMM Board 
of Directors Elected 

Hal Leonard 
Adds to 101 
Tips Series 

Hal Leonard recently added to the 101 
Tips series with 101 Harmonica Tips and 101 
Trumpet Tips. 

The 101 Tips titles provide a wide 
range of helpful information on everything 
from maintenance to playing. These book/
CD packs present how-to insight via text, 
photos, music, diagrams and an accom-
panying CD. 101 Harmonica Tips by Steve 
Cohen covers techniques, position play-
ing, soloing, accompaniment, the blues 
and equipment. 101 Trumpet Tips by Scott 
Barnard spans genres from classical to rock 
and everything in between. Topics include 
non-classical playing and gig tips.

MSRP: $14.99.
$ Hal Leonard (halleonard.com)
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Alfred Rides Expressway 
to Acoustic, Classic Rock

Alfred has teamed up with Guitar World 
magazine to introduced Guitar World instruc-
tional songbooks with the release of Express-
way To Acoustic Rock and Classic Rock editions, 
each featuring 25 signature guitar-driven 
songs matched with step-by-step lessons.

The new Guitar World  Expressway To 
series features easy-to-use tab arrangements 
and is designed to help intermediate and 
novice players learn popular guitar songs. 
Each song is accompanied by a detailed les-
son focused on critical guitar parts by Guitar 
World  Editor Jimmy Brown. The two includ-
ed CDs contain full-length soundalike dem-
onstration and play-along recordings. Addi-
tionally, the included TNT (Tone ‘N’ Tempo) 

Changer software on the discs lets users slow 
the tracks down, loop sections, change keys, 
mute the guitar or even mute the vocals for 
singing practice. The method also contains 
various sections of additional information, 
such as tips on gear and effects settings and 
artist biographies. 

Expressway To Acoustic Rock arrangements 
include “Babe I’m Gonna Leave You,” “Better 
Together” and “Black Water.”

Expressway To Classic Rock features “An-
other Brick in the Wall (Part 2),” “Brown Sug-
ar,” “Don’t Stop Believin’,” “Hotel California” 
and “Layla.”

MSRP: $24.99 each.
$ Alfred (alfred.com)

Yamaha Outfits FG 
Guitar With Pre-amp

Yamaha recently expanded its FG line 
of folk guitars with the introduction of the 
FGX700SC.

The FGX700SC is based on the FG700S 
solid-top acoustic guitar. It features an added 
cutaway and a one-way System 55T piezo/
pre-amp system that includes a tuner, three-
band EQ and an adjustable mid frequency 
slider.

“The FGX700SC acoustic guitar offers 
all the great features of the FG700S, with an 
added cutaway and pre-amp system,” said 
Dennis Webster, marketing manager for Ya-
maha Guitars. “Available in high-gloss nat-
ural finish, it sounds great unplugged and 
through an amp or P.A. system.”

MSRP: $483.
$ Yamaha (yamaha.com)

LP Jangles Jingle Qube
LP has created a jingle version of 

its Qube Shaker. 
Inside the durable, easy-to-hold 

Jingle Qube is a combination of flat 
and dimpled brass jingles. This mix 
delivers a combination of crisp, ar-
ticulate highs balanced with full-bodied, res-
onating mid-tones. 

Like the Qube Shaker, the Jingle Qube 

can be played a variety of ways to 
produce distinctive and captivat-
ing sounds. Front-to-back, side-to-
side and circular patterns all pro-
duce distinctive sounds that add 
a unique, tambouric flair to any 

performance.
MSRP: $55.99.

$ LP (lpmusic.com)

Cort Guitars has introduced the Sunset 
series. The Sunset guitars are available in 
two models, Sunset 1 and Sunset 2. Both 
models have mahogany necks and bodies 
with maple tops, rosewood fingerboards, 
and TV Jones pickups. The guitars feature 
D’Addario strings and chrome hardware.

The Sunset 1 includes a Bigsby B50 
tailpiece, maple top on chambered ma-
hogany body, mahogany neck, rosewood 

fretboard with 12-inch radius, and 22 frets 
and rectangular pearl inlay.

The Sunset 2 boasts a maple top on 
chambered mahogany body, mahogany 
neck, rectangular pearl inlay and die-cast 
tuners.

These guitars are available in black 
and candy-apple red. MSRP: Sunset 1, 
$1,195; Sunset 2, $750.
$ Cort Guitars (cortguitars.com)

Cort Guitars Presents Sunset Series



25UBD  January 22, 2012

Vox Revisits the 1960s With
the New V846-HW Wah Wah

Vox has released the hand-wired V846-
HW wah wah pedal, paying homage to the 
original wah wah pedal, first introduced by 
Vox in the 1960s.

The hand-wired turret board construc-
tion requires labor-intensive hand-wiring 
artistry that creates an efficient signal path. 
To complement the hand-wired turret board 
construction, every component, including 
the inductor, resistors, condenser and poten-
tiometer, has been carefully selected for pre-
mium fidelity, tone and durability.

The pedal also boasts a die-cast body fea-
turing a sandblasted exterior with crepe fin-
ish. The V846-HW uses a specially voiced 

vintage-spec Halo-type inductor. The mag-
netic core material and winding ensure a 
reproduction of the original V846’s wah 

sound, sought after by guitarists everywhere. 
The potentiometer is a Vox original that fea-
tures a distinctive response, and it’s sealed for 
durability.

Carbon composite resistors are used for 
their low noise and uncolored sound. High-
spec polyester film condensers are used. The 
high-quality footswitch made by Carling 
Technologies was selected for its reliability 
and feel underfoot.

The V846-HW provides a true-bypass 
circuit to preserve the guitar’s tone going in 
and out of the pedal when not in use.

MSRP: $329.
$ Vox (voxamps.com)
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Receive a special rate at the Re-
naissance Nashville Hotel by making 
your Summer NAMM hotel reserva-
tions today.

The Renaissance Nashville serves 
as the show’s headquarters. NAMM 
has opened up rooms at a special rate. 
Book today, and get your room for just 
$174 — the discounted rate for NAMM 
members. After The NAMM Show, 
it will be $184. Reservations can be 
made in the convention center lobby.
i NAMM (namm.org)

Save on Summer 
NAMM Housing

New Look for 
Kaces B&O Line

Designed for beginners, students and the 
school music market, Kaces is showing re-
vamped versions of its Structure series poly-
foam band and or-
chestra cases, which 
feature black-on-
black material ac-
cents, reinforced 
zippers and new 
heavy-duty custom metal zipper pulls. 

The cases are covered with a rugged 
600D exterior and feature a high-densi-
ty, lightweight foam construction and large 
pockets with interior organizers. The larger 
models come with bolted handles, shoulder 
straps and backpack straps. Models are avail-
able for trumpet, alto and tenor sax, flute, 
clarinet, trombone, and violin.
$ Kaces (kaces.com)



26 UBD  January 22, 2012

DDMARKETPLACEDDDDMARKETPLACEDDD        



27UBD  January 22, 2012

DDMARKETPLACEDDDDMARKETPLACEDDD        



28 UBD  January 22, 2012

DDMARKETPLACEDDDDMARKETPLACEDDD        





30 UBD  January 22, 2012

INSIDE SALES REPRESENTATIVE
MONTEBELLO BASED

Working with the Vice President, Regional Sales Managers and other TASCAM Team Mem-
bers, your main focus will be developing both new business and building sales in the existing 
lower-level dealer base. You will also support TASCAM in all aspects of Sales and Marketing.   

We are looking for individuals that are music and gear literate, preferably with hands-on 
knowledge of TASCAM and competitor products. Sales experience with emphasis on phone 
sales is helpful. Proficiency in both PC and MAC environments along with solid knowledge of 
Excel is required. Computer recording experience coupled with familiarity of recording soft-
ware is preferable. Ability to travel an average of 2-3 days per month and mandatory atten-
dance at TASCAM trade shows required.

In addition to full-time employment we offer a generous benefits package. If you’re ready 
to work for one of the most recognized brands in the recording industry please send your re-
sume and salary history to:

Ms. Tanja M. Pino, HR Manager
E-Mail: tpino@teac.com
FAX: (323)869-8732

Stop by our NAMM Booth #6491 and speak to Tanja in person
Visit our Website at: www.tascam.com

PROGRAM MANAGER — PROFESSIONAL AUDIO
ELKHART, IN

Crown by Harman, the industry leading designer and manufacturer of power amplifiers, 
audio networking, and control software, is seeking an exceptional candidate for the position of 
Program Manager. Reporting to the Director – Engineering, this position will be responsible for 
planning, implementation, control and completion of key new product development projects. 

The successful candidate will have a Bachelor’s degree in Engineering and at least 5 years 
experience. PMP certification, MBA or other advanced training desirable. Previous experience 
in Pro Audio, Amplifiers, Networks or DSP is highly desired.

Occasional domestic and international travel is required.
The candidate should be highly motivated, passionate, and driven to excel. If you’re look-

ing for a rigorous challenge while working with the best brand in the industry, this is the posi-
tion for you. 

Key responsibilities include: Managing 2-4 new product development programs from 
inception to production start, and coordinating the work of a cross functional project team 
including design, marketing, operations, finance, and sourcing. This position also requires the 
proven ability to communicate with all levels in the company in all departments, resolving con-
flicts when they occur and elevating them when needed.

Crown offers competitive salary, benefits, and growth opportunities. For consideration 
please submit resume and cover letter to Brenda.Beckwith@Harman.com or visit jobs.harman.
com (ENG257)

SENIOR MANAGER, 
PORTABLE PA MARKETING

NORTHRIDGE, CA
JBL Professional has an immediate 

opening for a Senior Marketing Manager to 
lead product development and marketing 
efforts for the Portable PA segment of its 
business.

The successful candidate will have 
a Bachelor’s degree and at least 5 years 
experience in marketing, marketing com-
munications and product development.  
MBA or other advanced training desirable.  
Previous experience in the Pro Audio and 
MI business is required. 

The position is based in Northridge, 
California with occasional travel required.  
The candidate should be highly motivated, 
passionate, and driven to excel.    
For consideration please apply at www.
harman.com/Careers

DDDD CLASSIFIEDS DDDD

Crown Audio 
Displays Input 
Processor Card 
for CTs Series

Crown Audio is showcasing its PIP-BLU 
Programmable Input Processor (PIP) card for 
the Crown CTs series power amplifiers. The 
PIP-BLU adds BSS Audio Soundweb London 
digital audio bus functionality to Crown CTs 
series amplifiers, offering a simple, cost-ef-
fective way to get digital audio to amplifiers.

The card is compatible with Crown CTs 
series two-channel amps built after April 
2011.
$ Crown Audio (crownaudio.com)

Waves &
Eddie 
Kramer 
Team Up

Waves has launched Tape, Tubes & 
Transistors, a bundle of plug-ins recreating 
the audio chain of producer/engineer Eddie 
Kramer.

Tape, Tubes & Transistors features three 
meticulously modeled vintage plug-ins: 
Kramer Master Tape, HLS Channel and PIE 
Compressor. All three have been developed 
in association with Kramer as part of an on-
going series of collaborations. Together, they 
recreate Kramer’s golden audio chain, which 
he used to record musical icons, such as Jimi 
Hendrix, Led Zeppelin and Kiss.

Over the course of a production and en-
gineering career that has spanned more than 
four decades, Eddie Kramer was the man 
behind the board for the biggest names in 
music history.

In modeling the Helios console chan-
nel, the Pye compressor and the rare vintage 
quarter-inch reel-to-reel machine, Waves 
has recreated three essential elements of the 
recording chain at Olympic Studios, where 
Kramer participated in so many historic 
recordings.
$ Waves (waves.com)

Genz Benz Shows Second 
Generation of Shuttle Amps

Genz Benz recently introduced the new 
Shuttle 6.2 series and Shuttle 9.2, the sec-
ond generation of the Shuttle series of light-
weight, high-output bass amplifiers.

The new Shuttle 6.2 series and Shuttle 
9.2 feature enhanced performance and ver-
satility with increased tube gain and the ad-
dition of proprietary 3-Dimensional Power 
Management analog technology. This adds 
heft and girth to each individual note, en-
hancing the amplifier’s responsiveness and 
headroom, and maintains dynamics while 
delivering a three-dimensional feel. The re-
sult for the Shuttle 6.2 series is a 600-watt 
high-powered tour-class bass guitar amplifi-
er that outperforms its 3.75-pound size and 
a 900-watt high-powered tour-class bass am-
plifier for the Shuttle 9.2.

The 12AX7 tube pre-amp in each of the 
Shuttle 6.2 series and Shuttle 9.2 offers ad-
ditional gain for added overdrive versatility, 
an active EQ section with a parametric mid-
range network, and Genz Benz’s global signal 
shaping circuitry.

In addition to the amplifier enhance-
ments, the new Shuttle 6.2-12T and Shut-
tle 6.2-210T combos now feature newly de-
signed proprietary high-output neodymium 
cast-frame speakers, which deliver increased 
output and thicker, responsive tone. These 

performance enhancements and the new 
look of the Shuttle 6.2 series hold true to the 

style of the original Shuttle models.
The power section of the Shuttle 9.2 fea-

tures Proprietary Heat Abatement Technolo-
gy that keeps the amplifier running cool un-
der long-term power demands.

MSRP: $899–$1,799.
$ Genz Benz (genzbenz.com)
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Chauvet Lets Freedom Ring
Chauvet has released two wireless fix-

tures to liberate mobile entertainers from the 
hassle of tangled power cords and DMX ca-
bles. Freedom Par (pictured) and Freedom 
Strip Mini combine RGB wash lights with 
eight hours of battery power, D-Fi 2.4-GHz 
wireless DMX and infrared remote control 
(IRC) capability for complete wireless con-
trol to save time running cables and money 
on power supply.

Freedom Par and Freedom Strip Mini 
include a lightweight and rechargeable lith-
ium-ion battery that provides up to eight 
hours of power and D-Fi 2.4 GHz that acts 
as a transmitter or receiver to run wireless 
DMX at any event. Optional control is also 
available using the IRC remote for easy, 

point-and-shoot operation.
Built-in automatic and sound-activated 

programs can be triggered using DMX con-
trol or an IRC remote.
$ Chauvet Lighting (chauvetlighting.com)

65Amps Says 
Meet ‘The Producer’

65Amps is displaying The Producer at 
NAMM. The 28-watt amplifier has a tube 
circuit that addresses the characteristics of 
modern tubes in a new way. 65amps has cre-
ated The Producer as a solution to coaxing 
consistent and reliable classic tube warmth 
from modern tubes.

The amp runs a pair of EL34s in a safe 
and unconventional way. With help from 
Mercury Magnetics, 65amps developed a 
transformer and circuitry that lets EL34s 
produce strong tone and long-lasting tubes, 
sometimes over a decade, according to com-
pany officials.

The approach delivers both classic distor-
tion and clean tones.
$ 65Amps (65amps.com)

Composite Acoustics 
Adds OX Series to Lineup

Composite Acoustics has introduced the 
OX series acoustic guitar. The latest addi-
tion to the Composite Acoustics family of in-
struments, the OX has warm, organic tone; 
defined low end; and strong presence and 
volume. The OX features a 20-fret cutaway 
body with a proprietary heelless neck joint, 

soft body contours, and patented one-piece 
neck and body construction. An enhanced 
proprietary neck angle and fretboard materi-
al give the OX comfort and playability, while 
its graphite composite reinforced neck and 
body deliver tone and consistency.
$ Composite Acoustics (caguitars.com)

Fuchs Audio Technology has complet-
ed its “casino series” of guitar amps with 
the introduction of the 4-Aces and Full-
House-50 heads and combos.

The series includes models that range 
from 4 to 50 watts. Based on the Black-
jack-MK-II circuit, the 4-Aces is built to 
be a home and studio recording amp. 
Featuring a power stage using two 6SN7 
octal pre-amp tubes, it produces 4 watts 

push/pull into 4, 8 and 16 ohms. The Full 
House-50 features two 6L6s for 50 watts. 
Like their siblings, the Blackjack-MK-II 
and Lucky7-MK-II, the amps feature alu-
minum chassis, a back-lit logo, a 24-bit 
digital reverb with decay and level control, 
a set of effect loop patch jacks, an over-
drive volume and tone control, and sepa-
rate gain controls.   
$ Fuchs Audio (fuchsaudio.com)

Fuchs Audio Comes Up Aces



For more information or to get your subscription to Music Inc. magazine, just go to musicincmag.com. 
IT’S FREE for qualifi ed members of the music products industry.

In this day and age, we at Music Inc. un-
derstand that everyone wants their news 
and ideas delivered in different ways. That’s 
why we give you the best reporting on mu-
sic retailing in very personal ways—our print 
magazine, digital magazine, web site and e-
Headlines. We deliver Music Inc. your way.

Music Inc. Magazine 

Digital Music Inc.

MusicIncMag.com 

Music Inc. e-Headlines

IDEAS DELIVERED—YOUR WAY!

Music Inc. Magazine

Digital Music Inc.

MusicIncMag.com

Music Inc. e-Headlines



34 UBD  January 22, 2012

Behringer Releases 
XD Series Kits

Behringer recently debuted its XD series 
drum kits, including the XD60-LE, XD60-
USB, XD70-USB and XD80-USB. This se-
ries offers four electronic kit options that are 
as easy to play as they are to transport and 
set up.

Behringer designed the XD series to 
feature true-to life feel, ideal for drum-
mers who use electronic drums for prac-
tice and then return to an acoustic kit for 

live performance. The pads feature a natural 
rubber surface, which mimics the feel of real 
skins and minimizes false triggering. All kits 
feature sturdy extruded aluminum frames, 
which provide a solid foundation for the 
drum and cymbal pads. Packed with vast li-
braries of top-notch studio and live drum, 
percussion and cymbal sounds, XD series 
drums sound realistic and clean.
$ Behringer (behringer.com)

Tascam Updates 
HS-P82 Firmware

Tascam has issued firmware version 
V1.10 to its HS-P82 eight-track pro field re-
corder. The firmware update includes three 
new functions to make this user-friendly 
unit even more intuitive. A mirror recording 
function has been added to firmware version 
V1.10, which allows simultaneous recording 
to two CF cards.

Previously, slate mic signal or the slate 

tone signal was only assigned to the armed 
tracks while pressing down the slate key lo-
cated on the front panel. Now with the up-
date, the slate function can be left on, simply 
by holding down the shift key while pressing 
the slate key. Take end time code (END T/C) 
has been added to the take information pop-
up display.
$ Tascam (tascam.com)

Toca Goes 
Back to Its 
Roots

Toca has released its Origins series of 
wood djembes.

Origin series drum shells are carved from 
a single piece of environmentally friendly, 
plantation-grown mahogany and are lathe-
turned to maintain uniform thickness.

The interior of the bowl of the drums fea-
tures lathed grooves and a rough-surfaced 
pattern that virtually eliminates overtones. 
The drums’ bearing edges are hand-carved 
to precise specifications.

The Origin series djembes have natural 
goatskin heads.

There are four sizes of Origin series 

djembes: 12- by 7-inch, 16- by 8-inch, 20- 
by 10-inch and 24- by 12-inch.
$ Toca (tocapercussion.com)

On Point Audio Premiers 
OPA28 NP Speaker

On Point Audio has unveiled 
the OPA28 NP.

Company executives called 
the high-output OPA28 NP dual 
8-inch coaxial speaker system 
the world’s smallest dual 8-inch, 
full-range speaker system, at 18.4 
inches high, 7.3 inches wide and 
8.1 inches deep.

Its size is made possible by 
On Point’s Narrow-Profile 8-inch 
drivers, which are only 6.8 inches 
in diameter.

The system also employs a 
coaxially mounted 1.35-inch 
pure titanium compression 
driver.

The OPA28 NP delivers 127 
dB maximum output due to its 
400-watt continuous, 1,600-
watt peak power handling. Its 
acoustic output-to-size ratio is 
one of the highest in the profes-
sional audio industry.
$ On Point Audio
(onpointaudio.com)
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Gemini DRP-1 Turns 
Racks Into Recorders

Gemini recently rolled out the DRP-1 
rackmount digital recorder. Occupying a sin-
gle unit of rackspace, Gemini’s DRP-1 gives 
users the power to record and play back 
from one stand-alone unit.

The DRP-1 features a USB port and SD 
card slot, allowing direct recording to a 
thumb drive or memory card in a variety of 
MP3 formats or in WAV at 44.1 kHz, 16 bit. 
Plus, navigating through files and folders is 
easy thanks to the unit’s jog wheel and large, 
full-color LCD display.

To ensure total connecting convenience, 
the DRP-1 has a host of inputs and outputs 
for hooking up microphones, keyboards 

and other electronic instruments. It can also 
be connected to a mixer for capturing true 
soundboard audio when recording a full 
band.

“The DRP-1 offers ease of use and ac-
curate, pro-grade recording,” said Alan Ca-
basso, president of Gemini. “Its compact, 
low-profile design makes it ideal for DJs 
and musicians, or it can be installed in bars, 
clubs, schools and houses of worship. It’s 
also great for front-of-house applications, 
even as a backup recorder for the most so-
phisticated FOH setups.”

MSRP: $319.95.
$ Gemini (geminisound.com)

Buffet Crampon Group 
Becomes Buffet Group

In a move to strengthen brand iden-
tity and strategic vision, Buffet Crampon 
Group has become Buffet Group with a mis-
sion of being the “global reference in wind 
instruments.”

Based in Mantes-la-Ville, France, Buffet 
made the change to bring together its five 
brands and 10 subsidiaries behind a single 
vision, according to company officials. Those 
brands include Buffet Crampon, Besson, 

Antoine Courtois, Julius Keilwerth and W. 
Schreiber. 

Buffet Group’s five production sites are 
based in France and Germany, making in-
struments exported around the world.

Exports account for 94 percent of Buf-
fet Group’s revenue, with Asia represent-
ing more than 40 percent of total group 
revenue.
i Buffet Group (buffet-group.com)

Fender Custom Shop 
Crafts 10 for 2012

Fender’s Custom Shop has added 10 ex-
otic models to its 2012 limited collection.

The Custom Shop honors the Nocaster 
with the release of the 1951 New Old Stock 
Nocaster and the 1951 Relic Nocaster. Both 
models feature a hand-selected ash body 
with a Nocaster Blonde finish and include 
all-new Twisted Tele pickups designed by 
Fender’s Master Builders. 

The 1956 Heavy Relic Stratocaster emits 
a genuine worn-out Fender Strat vibe and is 
built for tone, playability and classic looks. 

The Custom Shop pays homage to the 
1960s with the 1960 Relic Stratocaster. Fea-
tures include a hand-selected premium al-
der body, maple neck with large C shape and 
matching headstock, and rosewood finger-
board with 9.5-inch radius and 6105 frets.

Honoring the early ’60s Custom Tele-
caster is the 1961 Relic Custom Telecaster, 
featuring a double-bound, hand-selected 
lightweight ash body; maple neck with an 
early ’60s C shape; and rosewood finger-
board with 9.5-inch radius and 6105 frets.

The 2012 Closet Classic Stratocaster Pro 
has a hand-selected swamp ash body and a 

distinctive Closet Classic lacquer finish that 
imparts the look of a long-lost but newly re-
discovered instrument. Features include an 
access heel for easy access to upper frets, 
quartersawn maple neck with early ’60s C 
shape, and round-laminated 22-fret maple 
or rosewood fingerboard with 9.5-inch ra-
dius and 6105 frets.

The 2012 Closet Classic Telecaster Pro 
sports a body fashioned from swamp ash 
with a Closet Classic lacquer finish.

The 2012 Custom Deluxe Stratocaster 
and 2012 Custom Deluxe Telecaster are de-
luxe models with refined, custom features 
and an exotic wood selection. Both feature a 
hand-selected lightweight ash body with ac-
cess heel and AAA quilted maple veneer top.

The 1961 Closet Classic Jazz Bass fea-
tures an alder body, quartersawn maple neck 
with a ’60s U shape, rosewood fingerboard 
with 7.25-inch radius and vintage frets, vin-
tage-style Jazz Bass pickups, stacked concen-
tric control knobs, tortoiseshell pickguard 
and vintage hardware. It’s available in black 
and Arctic White.
$ Fender (fendercustomshop.com)
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Paz Approves of D.A.S.
Latin artist Espinosa Paz relies on his 
D.A.S. Audio Aero Series 2 loudspeak-
er systems for a wide range of perfor-
mance venues. San Antonio, Texas-based 
Global Productions handles Paz’s staging 
considerations.

“Our loudspeaker setups vary quite 
a bit,” said Adrian Gallegos, co-owner of 
Global Productions and the tour’s produc-
tion manager. “Depending on the nature 
of the venue. We go from arenas to the-
aters to nightclubs, so I have to be able 
to handle a wide range of performance 
spaces. Currently, we have 24 D.A.S. Au-
dio Aero 12A powered line array elements 
that we frequently fly 12 units per side.”

Yamaha’s New Roster
Yamaha has expanded its roster with the 
signing of several artists, including trom-
bonists Reggie Young and David Finlay-
son, violinist David Ragsdale, and cross-
over classical music sensation 2Cellos.

“These remarkable musicians enrich 
our celebrated artist roster,” said John 
Wittmann, director of artist relations for 
Yamaha Corp. of America. “They each 
bring a unique talent and fresh perspec-
tive to the music scene and attract a 
widely diverse audience. We look forward 
to helping each of them build on their 
unique contributions through their asso-
ciation with Yamaha.”

Allen & Heath Conducts 
Certification
Allen & Heath recently conducted an iLive 
User certification, a four-hour, hands-on 
mixing class centered around the iLive 
digital mixing system. Aimed at operators, 
production companies and integrators, 
this clinic is the first in a series of certifi-
cation levels for iLive users and prospec-
tive clients.

“We have received an overwhelming 
response to these hands-on mixing clin-
ics,” said Michael Palmer, sales manager 
for Allen & Heath. “The opportunity to be 
able to sit users down at the system and 
go through the nuts and bolt of this amaz-
ingly flexible system is priceless.”

API Console Installed in
Paris Recording Studio
One of API’s 1608 analog consoles was 
recently installed in Paris recording fa-
cility Studio K. Owned and operated by 
French musician, composer, engineer and 
producer David Chalmin, Studio K resides 
in the center of Paris and offers record-
ing and mixing services to artists from all 
genres.

“When I decided to invest in a new 
console, I knew right away that I wanted 
something with a distinctive sound,” 
Chalmin said. “I was going to invest a lot 
of money, and I didn’t want my console 

to have a transparent mixer. I can reach 
transparency in the digital world. I wanted 
analog. When you think of analog, you 
think of color — and when you think of 
color, you think API.”

Cort Gives Sinise Bass
Cort recently presented actor and musi-
cian Gary Sinise with a Cort Artisan A4 
bass in appreciation of the work he does 
to help support veterans of the U.S. mili-
tary and other charitable efforts through 
his Gary Sinise Foundation.

The presentation occurred during a 
fundraising event in Chicago, where Si-
nise’s Lt. Dan Band performed.

The fundraiser benefited the U.S. 
Veterans Arts Program, which strives to 
provide artistic tools to wounded service 
members of the Iraq and Afghanistan 
wars, as well as Veterans Medical Service 
Organizations.

Mason Teams With Mapex
Mapex Drums and 
Majestic Percus-
sion have added 
Dr. Brian Mason 
to their artist and 
education roster. 
Mason is currently 
the associate pro-
fessor of percus-
sion at Morehead 
State University in 
Morehead, Ky.

 He’s a respected innovator of the con-
temporary marching percussion ensemble. 
As a clinician, designer and adjudicator, 
Mason has traveled extensively throughout 
the United States, Japan, Canada, Korea 
and Mexico.

“Mapex is the hottest percussion 
brand on the market today,” Mason said. 
“Since day one, I’ve felt right at home 
with the Mapex/Majestic family. Whether 
I am teaching in my studio at Morehead 
State University or on stage performing, 
I know that the music I am expressing is 
going to be enhanced by the quality of the 
Mapex and Majestic instruments.”

Sucherman Shows His
Drumming Chops
Chops Percussion hosted Todd Sucher-
man for an informative clinic at Paige’s 
Music in Indianapolis on Nov. 8, 2011. 
An estimated 120 people were on hand 
to watch Sucherman, who played a seven-
piece Pearl MCX Mocha Tamo kit com-
plete with Pearl hardware and a Reference 
series snare drum. He performed various 
tracks and conducted a Q&A session.

Fleet Foxes Chooses Royer
Folk-rock band Fleet Foxes has incorpo-
rated two Royer Labs R-121 ribbon micro-
phones into its setup.

“I particularly like using them to mic 
guitar amps because they exhibit a very 
clean, flat sound with a depth of field that 
sits beautifully in the mix,” said Jared 
Hankins, audio engineer for Fleet Foxes. 
“When miking the guitar, there’s no exces-
sive build up in the low end, and the abil-
ity of the R-121 to withstand high SPLs is 
a unique benefit.”

Global Productions’ Adrian Gal-
legos (left) with American Au-

dio Visual’s Michael Horn

Dr. Brian Mason
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SUNDAY, JAN. 22

BREAKFAST SESSION
8 A.M.
Best in Show — This Year’s
Hottest Products
Moderator: Frank Alkyer, Music Inc. 
Publisher 
Hilton Anaheim Hotel, Pacific Ballrooms 
Music Inc. Publisher Frank Alkyer hosts a 
panel of retailers and buyers who scoured the 
show floor and came up with the best prod-
ucts, ideas and trends. (Free breakfast served 
8–8:30 a.m.)

10:30 A.M.
Create Your Own Woodstock —
In Your Store
Gamber explains how to integrate your print 
music program, social media, and store’s 
heart and soul to thrive. Learn how to cre-
ate your own Woodstock and make a home 
for the next generation of music lesson 
competition.

11 A.M.
Meet the Press: How to Prepare
for Your Interview
NAMM’s Scott Robertson and Jo-Ann Gef-
fen discuss how to speak to the press when 
promoting an event, discussing music edu-
cation or talking about what’s new at your 
store. Learn simple tips and strategies to turn 
your words into news and get great coverage, 

which is the same as getting free advertising 
in print, online or on the air.

Noon (Double Session)
Creating New Customers and
Musicians With Ukulele Circles
This session gives dealers all the infor-
mation they need to create a successful 
uke circle at little or no cost. The panel 
includes dealers who have had successful 
uke circles and experienced ukulele circle 
leader Jim D’Ville.

1 P.M. (Double Session)
The Music Instinct: Science
and Song (Part 1)
Come follow researcher Daniel Levitin and 
musician Bobby McFerrin to the crossroads 
of science and culture in search of answers 
to music’s deep mysteries. 

2 P.M. (Double Session)
2012 Best Tools for
Schools Awards
Symphony Publishing editors and guests 
host the announcement of winning prod-
ucts in the annual Best Tools for Schools 
Awards.

3 P.M. (Double Session)
The Music Instinct: Science
and Song (Part 2)
Levitin and McFerrin continue their journey 
into the connection between music and the 
human brain.

Gayle Beacock of Bea-
cock Music discusses 

her favorite small good 
during “Best in Show” 

Gretsch Renown57
Now in Motor City Red

Gretsch has added Motor 
City Red to the vibrant color of-
ferings of the Renown57 drum 
set. It’s now available in addi-
tion to the Motor City Black 
and Motor City Blue Renown57 
color choices.

Motor City Red features a 
candy apple red lacquer with small metallic 
flakes. To give added color distinction, the 
chevron color is painted a cream hue. The 
two-toned red/cream colors project a cus-
tom, hot-rod vibe.

Inspired by the great American car 

companies from the 1950s, 
the Renown57 incorporates 
car-design elements into each 
drum. The hood ornament is 
the Chevron, an aluminum tri-
angular teardrop painted cream 
with raised beveled chrome 
edges and embossed chrome 

Gretsch logo. Each drum has its own sized 
chevron, scaled to fit that specific drum size. 
For a limited time, this kit includes a free 
matching Motor City Red throne from Gi-
braltar. MSRP: $3,010.
$ Gretsch (gretschdrums.com)






