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Well, we’ve got one more shopping day before The 2017 
NAMM Show is over. So, lace up those comfortable shoes, grab a cup of 

joe, and head over to the Anaheim Convention Center! If you’re an early riser, 

stop in and check out Best In Show to see what some top retailers think are 

the hottest products for 2017. (See below for more info.) And it’s never too 

early to plan ahead. Summer NAMM 2017 is July 13–15. To leave you with 

some great memories, here are a few stars UpBeat caught around the show!

ANAHEIM,  
WE LOVE IT!

1. From left: Brian Miller, Jody Espina and Don Braden jam at the JodyJazz/Legere/BG Jazz 

Jam at the Hilton Friday night. 2. The John Lennon Educational Tour Bus kicked off its 20th 

Anniversary at The NAMM Show and the stars came out to celebrate. From left: Janet Woz-

niak, the Lennon Bus’ Brian Rothschild and Apple co-founder Steve Wozniak on the bus. 

3. Grateful Dead’s Bob Weir performs at D’Angelico Guitars’ booth during the company’s 

VIP Party on Friday night, which also featured appearances by Doobie Brothers guitarist Jeff 

“Skunk” Baxter, Guns N’ Roses drummer Matt Sorum, The Rascals guitarist Gene Cornish 

and pedal lap steel guitarist Robert Randolph. 4. Alex Acuña performs at Sabian Live on 

Friday night. 5. George Benson shows off his 40th Anniversary Ibanez Signature Model. 

6. Richie Sambora and Orianthi of RSO perform on the opening day of The NAMM Show.
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Dunnett Earns Titanium 
Association’s Award

Musician, designer and innovator Ronn 
Dunnett, president of Dunnett Classic Drums, 
has received the International Titanium As-
sociation’s 2016 Application Development 
Award. The award lauds Dunnett for his work 
in the development and perfection of a tita-
nium drum shell. Members of the ITA’s execu-
tive board presented Dunnett with the award 
at Titanium USA 2016, the 32nd annual in-
ternational conference and exhibition held 
Sept. 25–28 in Scottsdale, Arizona. The award 
includes a prize of $20,000.

“This is my Oscar, my Grammy, my Juno 
— my lifetime achievement award,” Dun-
nett said. “But it’s even more than that. It is 
the ultimate vindication. My work has never 
been about anything more than the relentless 

pursuit of quality sound. To receive the ITA 
Application Development award — especially 
from an organization outside of the music in-
dustry — that is as real as it gets.”
i Dunnett Classic Drums (dunnett.com)

 
NAMM Young Professionals (NAMM 

YP), an organization for MI members under 
the age of 40, featured Taylor Guitars’ Presi-
dent and Co-founder Bob Taylor as its key-
note speaker during  its annual lecture event 
on Friday.

“In the music industry there are many 
names that we know and respect, and Bob 
Taylor is definitely one of them,” said Jamie 
Deering, a NAMM YP board member. 

Taylor shared his passion for making 
guitars, his humble beginnings when he co-
founded the business with his partner in 
1974, as well how he remained positive dur-
ing hard times. 

“We spent years and years struggling,” 
Taylor said. “If we saw a gas and electric 
truck coming down the road, we were sure 
they were coming to turn off our power, but 

finally we started getting ahead, and people 
were buying our guitars. We learned how to 
make a couple nickels at the end of the day.” 

In the company’s second year, Taylor 
Guitars built roughly 32 guitars. Now, it pro-
duces 700 guitars a day. 

Taylor went on to discuss how Taylor 
Guitars plans to be a globally sustainable 
company. “Guitar-making uses a lot of tropi-
cal woods,” Taylor said. “The woods that we 
are used to is ebony on the fretboard, rose-
wood on the back and sides, and mahogany 
on the back and sides.” 

In 2016, Taylor Guitars planted 10,000 
Koa trees. “It wouldn’t surprise me if we did 
three or four times that in 2017,” Taylor said. 

The NAMM YP event also featured a 
Q&A session, raffle and networking session. 
i NAMM YP (namm.org) 

Gator Frameworks Media Tray 
Series Rises to the Surface 

Gator Frameworks’ Media Tray 
series offers a versatile stand solu-
tion for virtually any industry or me-
dia need.

The new Media Trays are available in 
two models suitable for laptops, projectors, 
production samplers, drum pad controllers, 
sheet music, keyboard controllers and more. 

The heavy-duty steel trays adjust and 
tilt for the perfect angle. The ability to re-
verse the tray provides a lip at the edge to 
keep non-mounted items from slid-
ing off. Adhesive EVA rubber pads are 

included to adhere to the surface of 
the tray and prevent slippage of 
equipment. 

The series features a com-
pact, collapsible tripod design 

providing a sturdy stand that’s easy to 
store. Built-in safety pins and removable 
red rings on the rubber grip feet add extra 
security by reducing the risk of tripping or 

toppling the stand. The Media Tray series 
includes retail-friendly packaging.
$ Gator Frameworks 

(gatorframeworks.com)

Tascam Designs for the Pros
Tascam has introduced a number of 

products designed for the professional in-
stallation, sound reinforcement and 
house of worship markets. These 
include the SS-R250N solid-state 
recorder and SS-CDR250N sol-
id-state/CD recorder, as well 
as the RC-SS150 control-
ler, IF-DA2 Dante card 
and the CD-A580 
Cassette/CD/USB 
Player recorder.

B u i l d i n g 
on the best-
selling SS-
CDR200, the SS-
R250N and SS-CDR250N 
meet and exceed the demands of 
modern installations, offering powerful 

features like networking, scheduled record-
ing and optional Dante support via the IF-
DA2 Dante card. 

The units have also been designed 
to pair with and power the 

RC-SS150 Flash Re-
mote controller, 
which features 
a full-color LCD 

screen, start and 
stop control, and 12 

flash play buttons.
The CD-A580 CD, 

USB and Cassette Player/
recorder is a feature-rich, 

multi-platform playback unit 
designed for years of trouble-

free use.
$ Tascam (tascam.com)

SMASHmouse Lets Users ‘Kick to Click’
SMASHmouse is a universal foot pedal 

that can function as a mouse and also fea-
tures the company’s SMASHclick technolo-
gy, which enables users to trigger more than 
nine commands of their software. As a result, 
users can control multiple programs with 
one easy click. 

“This means no more having to buy mul-
tiple pedals to control your effect pedals, turn 
your digital sheet music pages, start/stop re-
cording with your A/V multimedia and pro 
audio, and more,” said Robb Dillon, inven-
tor of SMASHmouse. “No more moving your 
foot from pedal to pedal and switch to switch 
— now you can simply kick it to click it.”
$ SMASHmouse (smashmouseusa.com)

Roland Names New Positions
Roland has announced several new com-

pany positions as part of a comprehensive 
business plan designed to ensure ongoing 
expansion and long-term growth. The an-
nouncement, made by Roland Corp. Se-
nior Executive Officer Gordon Raison, fur-
ther emphasizes the company’s commitment 
to serving its customers’ and retailers’ needs 
while leveraging the depth of talent and re-
sources that exist throughout the Roland 
organization. 

From left: Brian Alli, vice president of 
artist relations and business development; 
Paul McCabe, vice president of marketing; 
Crispijn Smals, vice president of accesso-
ries; Gordon Raison, senior executive offi-
cer; Jay Wanamaker, Roland Corp. North 
America president and CEO; Tony Price, Ro-
land Corp. U.S. vice president of sales; and 
Brian Dupas, Roland Canada Ltd. managing 
director.
i Roland Corporation (roland.com)

Back row, from left: Ryan West, Jeremy McQueary, Jeremiah Manriquez, Jamie Deering, Mark Despotakis, Jeremy Payne 
and Lindy Campbell. Front row, from left: Causby Challacombe, CJ Averwater, Kristin Masarik and Stephen Olsen.

ITA’s Brett Paddock and Ronn Dunnett

Taylor Discusses Early 
Struggles at NAMM YP
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Peavey Offers Sturdy Solution
Guitarists with heavier tastes looking for 

their next upgrade will find a sturdy solu-
tion in Peavey’s invective.120 Head and in-
vective.212 Cabinet. With design input from 
Periphery’s Misha Mansoor, this dynamic 
duo is made for each other to help players 
achieve the most revered metal sounds, from 
woody and clean to extreme high gain tones. 

Peavey’s invective.120 Head deliv-
ers quality sound with four matched JJ-
6L6Gc output tubes with top-loaded bias 
test points and adjustments. The amp has a 
single input with three key remote switch-
able channels: clean, crunch and lead. The 

lead and crunch channels feature a shared 
switchable front end boost fast attack input 
noise gate with a threshold for complete 
control over muting.

The Peavey invective.212 Cabinet is suit-
ed for use with the invective.120 Head. The 
solid pine construction provides responsive 
dynamics and complements the metal-stan-
dard Celestion Vintage 30 speaker paired 
with the Creamback G12H-75. The cabi-
net’s finger-jointed construction and quality 
components used throughout ensure its road 
worthiness and reliability.
$ Peavey (peavey.com)

John Mayer Demonstrates 
Signature Amp From PRS

Grammy-winning singer-songwriter 
John Mayer was on hand at the PRS Gui-
tars booth on Friday to demonstrate his 
new signature amp, the J-MOD 100 — 
one of the company’s new additions for 
2017. 

Mayer, who released the first phase of his 
new album, The Search For Everything: Wave 
One, on Friday, conversed with Paul Reed 
Smith, founder of PRS Guitars, and per-
formed excerpts from songs by the Grateful 
Dead. Mayer is currently serving as lead vo-
calist and guitarist for the Dead & Company, 
which recently announced a Summer 2017 
U.S. tour.  

“I needed an amp to go on the Dead & 
Company tour, and to accompany the gui-
tar that [PRS] and I worked on together,” 

said Mayer, referring to his signature model, 
The Super Eagle, which the company made 
available for limited release in early 2016. 
“But I was really looking for an amp that 
would stop the hunt for amps. You want 
to get the amp you love that defines your 
sound going forward … Once we had dis-
covered that sound, it made ultimate sense 
to bring that to other people.”

Features of the J-MOD 100 include a 
Cinemag Texas 100 output transformer, 4 by 
12AX7/ECC83S preamp tubes, four by 6L6 
power tubes and a switchable gain stage and 
effects loop. 

The amp delivers 100 watts into a sin-
gle channel and comes in Stealth with Salt 
and Pepper Grill Cloth and Gold Piping.  
$ PRS Guitars (prsguitars.com)

Chapman Guitars 
Uses Feedback, 
Adds 29 Models

Since its conception in June 2009, Chap-
man Guitars has grown exponentially.

In 2015, the company decided it want-
ed to go through some fundamentally huge 
changes. Launching in 2017 is the culmina-
tion of 18 months worth of feedback, com-
ments, chats and meetings with the guitar-
playing public. 

Chapman Guitars is launching 29 com-
pletely new guitars to its lineup, including the 
MLV, split between its Standard and Pro series. 

The new designs are in direct response to 
feedback the company received. 
$ Chapman Guitars (chapmanguitars.co.uk) 

Plus Pedal 
Bridges Rhythm, 
Lead Playing Gap 

The Plus Pedal is an audio processing en-
gine that offers piano-style sustain for electric 
guitars and melodic instruments. The pedal 
is more than a stompbox — it’s an extension 
of your instrument that bridges the gap be-
tween rhythm and lead playing. 

Users can create arrangements by playing 
lead lines on top of sustained chords, combine 
up to five different sounds to build multi-lay-
ered drones, or use the Wet only mode to give 
their instruments a new character. 

The Plus Pedal is not a looper, nor a de-
lay or reverb pedal — it’s a combination of a 
guitar stompbox and a piano’s damper ped-
al, based on real-time sampling and looping. 
The pedal can be used with acoustic instru-
ments such as brass or woodwinds and even 
vocals. 
$ Plus Pedal (pluspedal.com) 

Line 6 Packs 
a Punch

Line 6 has introduced the Variax 
Shuriken guitar, co-designed by guitar-

ist Steve “Stevic” MacKay of Twelve 
Foot Ninja. Featuring a baritone scale 
length, advanced Variax HD technol-
ogy and a bold body shape, Variax 
Shuriken delivers crisp tone and ver-

satility for both studio and stage. 
“Variax Shuriken is our first artist-

designed instrument,” said Marcus 
Ryle, president of Line 6. “For heavi-
er or more technical styles of music, 
Variax Shuriken offers clear and tight 
tone as well as unrivaled versatility 
for any performance scenario.”

Featuring a 27-inch baritone scale 
length, the guitar delivers optimized 
playability for guitarists who per-
form with heavier strings and lower 
tunings. The extended length pro-
vides punchier tones and works in 
conjunction with Variax alternative 
tunings. As a result, guitarists can 
p l a y in any tuning they wish, 

regardless of the ten-
sion and feel of the 
strings. 

Variax Shuriken 
can be incorporated 

into any guitar rig, 
but is optimized 

for use with Line 
6 modelers and 
multi-effects, 
including the 
Helix, POD, 
HD and Fire-

hawk families. 
Variax Shurik-

en is initially available in a limited produc-
tion run and will be available early spring. 
$ Line 6 (line6.com)

IK Multimedia 
Delivers iLoud

IK Multimedia announced a slew of new 
products during a press conference on Fri-
day afternoon, including its iLoud Micro 
Monitor, ultra-compact, high-quality refer-
ence studio monitors.

“[The Micro Monitor] makes it possible 
for [musicians] to have a professional studio 
monitor with them that they can put into 
their laptop bag and travel with them any-
where they go,” said Enrico Iori, IK Multi-
media’s CEO.

Iori also highlighted IK Multimedia’s 
Fender Collection 2 for AmpliTube, a new 
collaboration with the product designers and 
R&D team at Fender that brings some of the 
most popular and genre-defining tones of the 
golden years of Fender’s amplifiers to Ampli-
Tube for Mac and PC. Fender Collection 2 
for AmpliTube offers seven of Fender’s most 
sought after vintage amplifiers and reissues.

“We have reached a new level of mod-
eling with the Fender Collection 2, which 
represents the peak of our techonology,” Iori 
said. 

Following the product launches, the new 
gear was demoed by the band NAMM Mis-
fits with special guest R&B singer Eric Benét.
$ IK Multimedia (ikmultimedia.com)

Eric Benét (center) performs during  
IK Multimedia’s press conference on Friday.

Paul Reed Smith, left, founder and CEO of Paul Reed Smith Guitars, joins Grammy-winning singer-songwriter 
John Mayer after a demonstration of the company’s newly released J-MOD 100 amplifier, Mayer’s signature amp. 

Misha Mansoor
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Yamaha Launches 
50th Anniversary 
Custom Z alto sax

Yamaha has unveiled the 50th anniver-
sary Custom Z alto saxophone, which com-
memorates half a century of Yamaha wind 
instrument production.

Featuring a “vintage bronze” finish and 
intricate engraving on the neck, the Custom 
Z saxophone will have a limited run of 50 
units.

Yamaha launched its first wind instru-
ment, the YTR-1 trumpet, in 1966. The 
first Yamaha saxophone debuted a year 
later. Since then, Yamaha has developed a 
wide range of brass and woodwind instru-
ments, and the tech-
nology, craftsmanship 
and specifications re-
quired to create these 
instruments has continued to 
evolve.

The Custom Z was first in-
troduced in 2003. The longev-
ity and popularity of the Cus-
tom Z line are a tribute to its 
success and affirm Yamaha’s 
vision of enriching people’s 
lives through music.

“The history of Yama-
ha saxophone develop-
ment is a history of in-
novative leaps forward in 
instrument design and 
development,” said Bri-
an Petterson, marketing 
manager, wind instru-
ments, Yamaha Corpora-
tion of America. 
$ Yamaha (usa.yamaha.com)

Tech 21 Introduces
GED-2112 SansAmp

Rush’s Geddy Lee has been performing 
without onstage amps and speakers since the  
“Test for Echo Tour” in 1996, favoring ma-
jor household appliances instead. Known for 
using a variety of gear to create interesting, 
layered tones, Lee has included the Sans-
Amp RBI and/or the SansAmp RPM in his rig 
since 2001. Wanting to streamline and sim-
plify his gear for new projects, Lee partnered 
with Tech 21 to design a signature SansAmp, 
the GED-2112. 

“The GED-2112 is really a continuation 
of my long-time approach to bass tone,” said 
Lee. “A ‘deep clean’ tone coupled with the 
‘edgy crunch’ I get from the SansAmp RPM 
now all in one box. With selectable A/B in-
puts, and separate balanced and unbalanced 
direct outputs, this box is the foundation for 
great bass tone in any setup. Plus it’s green!”

Creating the GED-2112 involved distill-
ing a rack-load of equipment into a single 
rack-space. It resulted in a new format for 
Parallel Pre-Amping — having two sepa-
rate internal pre-amps that run in parallel. 

The Drive pre-amp section is based upon the 
versatile SansAmp RPM, for a wide range of 
sonic possibilities. The Deep pre-amp sec-
tion covers low-end boost for thick, meaty 
tones. Saturation goes from clean in lower 
settings to increased harmonics and tube-
like compression in higher settings. To keep 
things lean and efficient, the EQ curve is pre-
set to Lee’s personal specs. Players can use 
either section independently or blend them 
externally direct to a mixing board as well as 
to two amplifiers.

Features include dual, all-analog Sans-
Amp circuits; Drive for gain and overdrive; 
Blend to adjust the ratio of SansAmp tube 
amp emulation and direct signal; sweepable 
semi-parametric EQ; Saturation to dial in the 
warmth of an inductor/transformer-based 
DI; dedicated ¼-inch and XLR direct out-
puts for each pre-amp section; Effect Loop 
with Mix 50/50 switch; tuner output; unaf-
fected ¼-inch output; and front panel A/B 
switching to have two basses ready to go.
$ Tech 21 (tech21nyc.com)

Prestige Unleashes 
Rex Brown Model

Prestige Guitars has teamed up with rock 
legend Rex Brown to design and release his 
first signature model six-string guitar. The 
Rex Brown Custom Signature 
Model was unveiled during 
NAMM.

Brown is an American mu-
sician and author, best known 
as founding member of and 
longtime bassist for the Gram-
my-nominated, platinum-selling 
group Pantera.  He is a former 
member of the band Down and 
is currently the bassist for Kill 
Devil Hill. He is now heading 
up his first solo project: The Rex 
Brown Band. The Rex Brown 
Band album is set for re-
lease in May and features 
Brown on guitar, bass and 
lead vocals.

The Rex Brown Signa-
ture Model is a single 
cutaway solid body, 
designed in collabora-
tion with Brown and 
to his “dream guitar” 
specs. In creating the 
model, Prestige incor-
porated Brown’s apprecia-
tion for vintage tone and feel, while bring-
ing modern components to ensure that the 
instrument would capture his voice both in 
the studio and on the road.
$ Prestige Guitars (prestigeguitars.com)

Larry Bailin’s Insight on Innovation 
Larry Bailin, best-selling author and 

award-winning marketing executive, was 
the keynote speaker at Friday’s Breakfast Ses-
sion titled “2020: Future-proof Your Busi-
ness.” Bailin discussed how innovation has 
changed our world and how to not only sur-
vive but thrive in our ever-changing world. 

“It’s a very noisy world that we live in,” 
Bailin said. “Your customers, the average 
American, is exposed to 1,000 marketing 
messages daily. It’s a lot. Your customers are 
bombarded, and every day more and more 
people want a piece of their attention. You 
have to be better at grabbing your piece of 
their attention.” 

Bailin pointed out that in the last 10 years, 
major companies that have gone out of busi-
ness, filed for bankruptcy or shut down loca-
tions, including Gap, Kodak, Borders, Radio 
Shack, Circuit City, Blackberry and Sbarro. 

“A lot happens in 10 years,” Bailin said. 

“We are only 36 months away from an en-
tirely new decade that promises that every-
thing will be different.” 

In the last 10 years, 3-D printing, tablets, 
video streaming and wearable technology 
were introduced. Bailin also mentioned new 
services that are changing the shopping and 
retail experience — such as Amazon Go and 
Amazon’s drone delivery, which launched 44 
days ago. 

By using new technology, such as Google 
Cardboard, a virtual reality headset, business 
owners can win over customers because oth-
er competitors are not doing those things, 
Bailin said.

“Industries change; one innovation can 
change everything. And, we’re in a world 
of innovation. Innovation is the driving 
thrust of everything today. There’s no stop-
ping innovation. This is the industrial age for 
innovation.”

Briefs

Fostex Launches 
TE04 Series

Fostex has introduced the TE04BK, 

TE04BL, TE04RD and TE04WH stereo ear-

phones. The new TE04 series are inner-ear, 

monitor-type earphones with specially tuned, 

8-millimeter dynamic drivers and closed 

housing. They are designed to deliver rich 

low frequencies and crystal-clear high fre-

quencies in precise balance.  

$ AM&S (americanmusicandsound.com)

Full Contact 
Hardware Unveils 
LX2 Tailpiece 

Babicz and AP International, distributors 

of Full Contact Hardware, have added the 

LX2 tailpiece. It features locking set screws 

and two stud nuts.

$ Full Contact Hardware  

(fullcontacthardware.com)

Vandoren Unveils 
V16 Reeds for Bari

Vandoren now offers V16 reeds 

for baritone saxophone. As the 

thickest of the Vandoren jazz cuts, 

V16 reeds have been appreciated 

for a full, husky sound and strong 

attack for soprano, alto and tenor 

saxophone. Jazz baritone players 

now have all the same jazz reed 

options as other saxophonists: V16, 

JAVA, JAVA Red and ZZ reeds. 

“Bari players have been asking 

for this for a long time,” said Mi-

chael Fenoglio, Vandoren product 

specialist.

$ Vandoren (dansr.com/vandoren)

Roland Adds 
New Kick Drum 
for V-Drums

Roland has unveiled the KD-220-BC, an 

acoustic/electronic kick drum for V-Drums. 

The KD-220-BC enables users to incorporate 

the familiar feel and look of a standard bass 

drum with their favorite V-Drums set. 

$ Roland (roland.com)

Larry Bailin at Friday’s “2020: Future-proof Your Business” Breakfast Session
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A-T Mic Features Transient Response
Audio-Technica’s Artist Elite AE2300 

Dynamic Cardioid Instrument Microphone 
features the company’s proprietary double-
dome diaphragm construction, giving it 
high-frequency and transient response. 

With its rugged, brass-metal construc-
tion, low-profile design and the ability to 
handle high SPLs, the AE2300 is a versa-
tile performer able to capture sound from 
guitar amps, brass and woodwinds, drums 
and percussion instruments with clarity and 
precision.

The double-dome diaphragm construc-
tion lets the AE2300 maintain directional-
ity across the entire frequency range, with 
little off-axis coloration for excellent phase 

cohesion in multiple-mic setups. 
The microphone is also equipped with a 

switchable low-pass filter that cuts out harsh, 
high-frequency noise, such as hiss from a 
guitar amp or high-hat bleed.   
$ Audio-Technica (audio-technica.com)

Learn Together 
With Alfred

Alfred Music has announced the com-
plete release of Learning Together, Volume 
2 for violin, viola, cello, bass and piano 
— joining Volume 1 as a teaching resource 
for strings. 

Learning Together consists of a sequen-
tial unison repertoire for string instruments 
of the orchestra and is intended for use in 
string classes, group ensembles and private 
lesson settings. It can be used to establish 
solo technique, introduce ensemble skills, 
develop aural skills, and as a foundation for 
learning to read music.
$ Alfred Music (alfred.com)

Graph Tech
Partners 
With Jen1ne

Graph Tech Guitar Labs has announced 
a distribution partnership with Jen1ne.

“We want every guitarist in the world to 
sound better and play better, and we are ex-
cited to partner with Jen1ne Distributors to 
bring Graph Tech performance to the guitar 
players in the Philippines,” said Dave Dun-
woodie, president of Graph Tech. “Graph 
Tech is looking forward to a long lasting 
business relationship with Jen1ne.” 
i Graph Tech (graphtech.com)
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IK Goes Virtual With Modo Bass
IK Multimedia has announced Modo 

Bass, a physical modeling technology that 
brings a level of realism and playability to the 
world of virtual bass instruments. 

Modo Bass is a customizable, physically 
modeled virtual bass in-
strument that recreates the 
sound of the electric bass 
and how it’s played in real 
time — from the physical 
instrument components 
and the human technique 
of how the instrument is 
played to the entire sound 
signal chain with effects and amplifiers. 

Unlike traditional sample-based virtual 
instruments, Modo Bass utilizes modal syn-
thesis technology and an optimized sound 

engine to model each string as a nonlinear 
resonator — the string’s acoustic behavior 
is determined by its physical parameters 
as well as by the interaction of the string 
with the fretboard, body and pickups of the 

instrument. 
The action of the play-

er is then modeled as a 
nonlinear physical inter-
action with specific areas 
on the string’s surface. 

Then using IK’s ana-
log modeling expertise, 
the amp and effects rig of 

the electric bass is added to the sound chain. 
This gives Modo Bass the ability to create hy-
per-realistic sound in real time.
$ IK Multimedia (ikmultimedia.com)

Zildjian Grows
L80 Series 
With Singles

Building on the L80 Low Volume cymbal 
sets that were introduced a year ago, Zildjian 
has expanded the L80 range to include four 
individual add-on cymbals. 

The additions are a 20-inch ride, 10-inch 
splash, 16-inch crash and 18-inch crash ride. 
The cymbals are ideal for drummers looking 
for a quieter sound without losing the au-
thentic feel of a Zildjian cymbal.

MAP: 10-inch splash, $69.95; 16-inch 
crash, $109.95; 18-inch crash ride, $129.95; 
20-inch ride, $149.95.
$ Zildjian (zildjian.com)

On-Stage’s Pedalboard 

Made for Minimalists
On Stage’s GPB2000 Compact Pedal 

Board offers guitarists an ultra-compact and 
portable board for the minimalist pedal rig.

Measuring 18¾ inches by 6 inches, the 
angled pedalboard has the room to organize 
up to five standard-size pedals. Its aluminum 
construction is strong yet still lightweight.

Strategic cutouts provide a versatile cable 
management system, while the included ad-
hesive hook & loop strips mean pedals can 
be securely arranged as desired. 

It all fits in its heavy-duty bag with a re-
movable shoulder strap and reinforced top 
and bottom.

MSRP: $81.99.
$ On-Stage (on-stage.com)

Tama Offers
Players Comfort

Tama is introducing two models in its 1st 
Chair Glide Rider series, with features to in-
crease stabilization and support at the per-
former’s core. 

The HT530BCN includes the 1st Chair’s 
height adjustment system, which blends the 
threaded rod throne with the T-bolt system 
for quick, easy height adjustment. The HT-
550BCN features the 1st Chair Hydraulix sys-
tem for easy height adjustment via a lever.

Designed with a lower center of gravity, 
drummers will experience improved stability 
and overall playing comfort, reducing physi-
cal stress and fatigue. Both models include 
seat lock, Glide-Tite Grip Joint and Rocklok.
$ Tama (tama.com)

Pedalboard
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Samson In-Ear 
Monitors Features 
Compact Design   

Samson has announced the Zi100 and 
Zi200 In-Ear Monitor Earphones with bal-
anced armature drivers, offering superior 
upgrade options for live-performance mon-
itoring, field recording, audiophile music 
listening and smartphone/MP3 playback. 
Featuring a compact and ergonomic design, 
both the Zi100 and Zi200 earphones provide 
high isolation and fast response for a detailed 
and accurate audio experience. 

The lightweight Zi100 and Zi200 con-
tour to your ears with moldable ear hooks. 
The water-resistant earbuds feature a trans-
parent finish molded with a UV inhibitor to 
prevent discoloration over time. Each set in-
cludes three Comply foam tips and three sili-
con foam tips to provide sound isolation. A 
soft, zippered carrying case is also included 
for storage and travel. 

The Zi100 and Zi200 will be available 
March 2017.
$ Samson (samsontech.com)

Roland System-8 Delivers Range of Sounds
Roland has unveiled the System-8 

Plug-Out Synthesizer, an advanced perfor-
mance instrument that features the latest 
generation of the Analog Circuit Behavior 
(ACB) technology. 

Powerful and deep, the System-8 de-
livers a wide range of sounds inspired by 
over four decades of Roland synths. 

To complement its internal sound 
engine, the System-8 can host 
and control up to three 
Roland Plug-Out 
software synthesizers 
such as the included, 
downloadable Jupiter-8 
and Juno-106 Plug-Out. 
The synth includes an array of 
hands-on controls, as well as a polyphon-
ic step sequencer, vocoder, CV/GATE out-
puts, arpeggiator, and other creative tools. 

The System-8 features the most 

advanced ACB engine yet, which powers 
eight voices of polyphony, three oscilla-
tors, high-resolution filters, and versatile 
LFOs. 

Expressive and diverse, the engine is 
capable of producing everything from 
clas- sic analog-style pads, basses, 

and lead synths to crisp, 
dynamic tones and 

evocative textures 
that are ideal for 

modern sound design-
ers. The System-8 also fea-

tures three expansion slots for 
hosting and controlling Roland’s Plug-

Out software synths. The Jupiter-8 and 
Juno-106 Plug-Outs give users immediate 
access to sonic reproductions of these Ro-
land classics. Additional Plug-Outs will be 
available in early 2017.
$ Roland (roland.com)

JodyJazz
Exhibits 
in Brazil 

JodyJazz recently exhibited at the Expo-
Music trade show in Sao Paulo, Brazil. The 
ExpoMusic show is the largest musical in-
strument fair in Latin America. Every year 
the show attracts over 50,000 visitors from 
over 50 different countries.

“After three years [of] exhibiting at this 
show, we have established a robust network 
of dealers throughout the country,” said Jody 
Espina, president of JodyJazz. “We’ve also 
built an impressive artist endorser roster 
consisting of some of the most popular and 
talented sax players in Brazil.” 

“The saxophone is an incredibly popular 
instrument [in Brazil], and there is already 
a huge demand for our mouthpieces,” said 
Colin Schofield, JodyJazz’s VP of sales and 
marketing. “Certainly there are complex po-
litical, governmental and social issues that 
must be resolved in order for the instrument 
market to reach a level anywhere close to its 
potential, but music-making is woven into 
the fabric of Brazilian culture.” 
i JodyJazz (jodyjazz.com)

Eric Ward Stick 
Sounds Snappy

Innovative Percussion has debuted 
the Eric Ward Pipe Band Stick. 

The PS-EW is designed with the 
specifications of world champion Scot-
tish Drummer, Eric Ward, lead drum-
mer of the Grade 1 Bleary & District 
Pipe band. 

Featuring a maple wood, slightly 
shortened length, consistent tapper, and 
a distinctive acorn bead, the PS-EW pro-
duces a bright and articulate sound with 
a balanced and snappy feel. 
$ Innovative Percussion 

(innovativepercussion.com)

Scenes from JodyJazz’s recent exhibit at the 
2016 ExpoMusic Trade Show in Sao Paulo, Brazil.
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Waves Brings Mix 
Room to Your Ears

Waves Nx is a virtual monitoring plug-in 
that simulates the ideal acoustics of a high-
end mix room — inside your headphones. 

Powered by Waves’ Nx technology, it lets 
users hear — on headphones — the same 
natural depth, reflections and panoramic 
stereo image they would be hearing from 
speakers. 

By delivering the natural listening expe-
rience of a physical room, Waves Nx also 
makes the headphone experience more com-
fortable and ear-friendly over long periods of 
time.

Users can use Waves Nx with real-time 
head tracking — taking advantage of their 
computer’s camera or the Nx Head Tracker 
unit and enjoy the enhanced realism of be-
ing in the Virtual Mix Room, anywhere and 
everywhere they go.

Waves Nx also turns headphones into a 
surround sound system for movies, music 
and games.
$ Waves (waves.com)

Orange Drives 
Kongpressor  

Orange Amplification has added to its 
guitar pedal range with the launch of the 
Kongpressor. The pedal draws on vintage 
optical studio compressors for its inspiration, 
using a vactrol VTL5C3 optocoupler to give 
three-dimensional qualities to any rig.

The Kongpressor is an analog Class A 
compression pedal with a natural sound. It 
has a springy playing response with attack 

and release times that 
can be adjusted to 
suit. At low compres-
sion levels, the pedal’s 
effect is transparent 
yet fattening — add-
ing a glossy sheen and 
mojo to the core tone. 

Like all Orange 
pedals, the Kongpres-
sor doubles its operat-
ing voltage internally 
to 18V. This increas-
es the headroom, re-
sulting in super clean 
compression.

The pedal also features an active treble 
control to add extra sparkle if desired. This 
means it also works as a clean or treble boost 
for lead lines that will cut through the band 
with plenty of full-bodied, singing sustain. 

The Kongpressor also features an ultra-
linear buffered bypass to maintain tonal in-
tegrity and harmonic content when the ped-
al is switched off. 
$ Orange Amplification (orangeamps.com)

Schecter’s CV Series Goes 3 Ways
Schecter Guitar Research has introduced 

the CV Series, a vintage/modern rock ‘n’ roll 
bass using a redesigned C bass shape that 
incorporates a vintage radius on the elbow, 
body and waist contours. Each 3-Way Series-
Split-Parallel switch lets users change each 
pickup into three different sounding basses. 

Master Volume, Master Tone, and a 3-Way 
pickup selector lets users get to the point 
quickly without fussing around with active 
EQs. The CV Series is available in Gloss Nat-
ural, Ivory and 3-Tone Sunburst.

MSRP: CV-4, $799; CV-5, $929.
$ Schecter (schecterguitars.com)

Reverend Guitars’ Kyle Shutt 
Signature Model ‘Dives Down’

Kyle Shutt was playing the Reverend 
Manta Ray with his band, The Sword, but he 
swapped out the pickups for Railhammers. 

That’s when Reverend Guitars’ Joe Nay-
lor created a Signature Model for him. The 

result is a sealed semi-hollow with diagonal 
“diver down” block inlays, Kyle Shutt Sig-
nature Railhammer pickups and a Reverend 
first four-knob control layout.
$ Reverend (reverendguitars.com)
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RCF Expands
HDL Series

With the success of the RCF HDL Se-
ries line arrays, the company is expanding 
the product line with the introduction of the 
HDL6-A.

Like its counterparts — the HDL10-A 
dual 8-inch active two-way and HDL20-A 
dual 10-inch active two-way line array cabi-
nets — the HDL6-A will be a smaller version 
of the active two-way line arrays, featuring 
two 6½-inch midrange drivers with a 1-inch 
compression driver, powered by an onboard 
1400-watt dual channel amplifier.

“RCF believes the system will distinguish 
itself for the output power, low-frequency 
extension and vocal clarity due to the ex-
tremely low-frequency crossover point,” 
RCF engineers noted. 

The cabinet features fixed locking pins 
and two rear handles for portability and ease 
of transportation. Rear panel controls in-
clude input gain adjustment as well as two 
presets — one for linear nearfield when in 
a pole mount or ground stack application 
and one for adding a high-frequency boost 
for longer throw applications. Full accesso-
ries are available for flying, pole mounting or 
ground stacking applications. 

In addition, RCF will offer the HDL12-
AS, a 12-inch bass reflex 1400-watt ac-
tive subwoofer enclosure designed to be 
flown with the full-range system or used in 
a ground stack situation with M20 eyebolt 
thread pole mount.
$ RCF (rcf.it)

PreSonus 
Extends Series
III Line 

PreSonus has unveiled the StudioLive 16 
digital console/recorder. The result of nine 
years of R&D, this second model in PreSo-
nus’ StudioLive Series III line is fully recall-
able, with 17 touch-sensitive, motorized 
faders and 17 recallable XMAX pre-amps.  

Although it has 16 physical analog in-
put channels, with eight XLR microphone 
inputs and eight combo mic/line inputs, 
the console is identical to the StudioLive 32 
“under the hood” — providing 32 internal 
channels. All 32 internal channels can be 
addressed digitally via AVB or USB.

MAP: $1,799.95.
$ PreSonus (presonus.com)

Yamaha Revamps Silent 
Violin for 20th Anniversary

To commemorate the 20th anniver-
sary of one of its most unique string in-
struments, Yamaha announced a newly 
designed Silent Violin, the YSV104, which 
is lighter than previous models and incor-
porates advanced technology for an im-
proved aural experience.

The YSV104 anniversary model pro-
vides more ease-of-use and convenience 
to a new generation of players. Not only 

is the instrument lighter than previous Si-
lent Violins, but it also borrows technol-
ogy found in the company’s Silent Brass 
systems. This ensures a sonic richness and 
tone of a concert-quality instrument with 
clean reverb when played through head-
phones, while creating very little external 
sound.

MSRP: $1,395.
$ Yamaha (usa.yamaha.com)

Seymour’s Pickups Offer Organic Experience
Seymour Duncan’s Duality humbuck-

ers combines the best of active and passive 
technology for a sound with strong vocal 
midrange, punchy lows, and a three-dimen-
sional high end. The feel is dynamic and re-
sponsive, providing an organic experience.

These pickups use an architecture incor-
porating a low-gain pre-amp, letting the full 

voicing of the pickup come through. 
This allows fine-tuning the voicing of the 

bridge and neck models and opens up the 
possibility of endless variations in the future 
because it brings to active pickups the same 
flexibility as passive pickups by removing 
the pre-amp from the sonic equation.
$ Seymour Duncan (seymourduncan.com)
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Jackson Unveils X Series 
Gus G. Signature Guitar

Gus G. has spent the past decade affirm-
ing his status as one of metal’s reigning guitar 
virtuosos touring with Ozzy Osbourne as well 
as his own band, Firewind.

Jackson’s X Series Signature Gus G. Star 
features a mahogany body with a one-piece 
through-body maple neck stabilized by a pair 
of graphite reinforcement rods and scarf joint, 

and a 12-inch radius rosewood bound 
fingerboard with 24 jumbo frets and 
pearloid sharkin inlays. 

The guitar is available in Satin 
Black with White Pinstripes and 
Satin White with Black Pinstripes.
$ Jackson 

(jacksonguitars.com)

Roland Reveals Digital Mini Grand
Roland has unveiled the 

GP607 Digital Piano, a mini 
grand piano for the home. 

It offers authentic tone and 
touch, as well as a multi-chan-
nel speaker system that provides 
top-quality sound for both piano 
playing and listening to music. 
The GP607 includes onboard 
learning features and Bluetooth 
audio/MIDI connectivity with 

mobile devices. 
Available in either polished 

ebony or polished white, the 
GP607 delivers piano perfor-
mance in an instrument suited 
for modern living. 

The GP607’s curves and 
opening lid pay homage to the 
classic grand piano form.

MSRP: $5,999.
$ Roland (roland.com)

BRITETone Provides Quick 
Fix for Oil, Moisture Problems

Problems with old oil deposits, oxidation 
and corrosion are now a thing of the past 
with BRITETone — a formula available for 
the care and maintenance of brass and wind 
instruments. 

The formula lets musicians quickly and 
effectively perform routine maintenance and 
conditioning of their instruments in just 
minutes. 

BRITETone is the only instrument main-
tenance solution with several distinct com-
ponents selected for their anti-seizing and 

anticorrosive prop-
erties. BRITETone is 
ideal for all metal in-
strument components 
and will not damage 
or effect fine wood-
wind surfaces. Bar-
rier film resists fin-
gerprints and surface 
marring.
$ Sound Synergies 

(soundsynergies.com)

Teton Rolls Out Exotic Wood Series
Teton Guitars has announced the Exotic 

Wood Series. The initial guitar that will launch 
the Exotic Wood Series is the STS160ZI-
CENT. This dreadnought guitar has a solid 
Sitka spruce top and Ziricote back and sides.

MSRP: $799.99.
$ Teton Guitars (tetonguitars.com)

Tracktion’s DAW Plug-in 
Suite Boasts Portability 

Tracktion has released the DAW Essen-
tials Collection, a suite of 16 effects plug-ins 
compatible with all professional-level digital 
audio workstation applications.  With an em-
phasis on sound quality, ease of use and util-
ity, Tracktion has provided all the DSP effects 

needed for most contemporary music pro-
ductions in a single package. An important 
aspect of the collection is its portability. While 
some DAW’s offer plug-ins of similar quality, 
they’re captive to those applications.
$ Tracktion (tracktion.com)
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Guild Adds Acoustics
Guild has elevated its acoustic offerings 

with the M-40 Troubadour (formerly the 
F-20), D-40 Traditional and D-55. 

The M-40 Troubadour’s solid Sitka 
spruce top and solid African mahogany 
back and sides offer a different tone when 
compared to Guild’s Nick Drake guitar — 
the all-mahogany M-20 — which made its 
debut at Winter NAMM 2016. Available in 
a satin finish with a white ABS binding, the 
M-40 Troubadour is ideal for fingerstyle 
playing and light strumming. Its concert 
size is ideal for players who prefer a slight-
ly smaller body. 

The D-40 Traditional (also solid spruce/
mahogany) adds premium appointments 
to Guild’s dreadnought Summer NAMM 
2016 release, the D-40. These include a 
dovetail neck joint, tortoiseshell binding, 

a heritage chesterfield MOP inlaid logo on 
the headstock, and a nitrocellulose gloss 
finish. 

Back after a two-year hiatus, the D-55 
is Guild’s flagship dreadnought acous-
tic. First introduced in the late 1960s, the 
D-55 featured a solid Sitka spruce top and 
solid Indian rosewood back and sides. 

Guild’s 2017 D-55 keeps all of the same 
embellishments as its predecessor, such as 
an abalone rosette, MOP/abalone finger-
board inlays, and a mother-of-pearl Guild 
“Peak and G-Shield” logo on a flamed ebo-
ny headstock overlay. 

All Guild USA models are available in 
Natural or Burst with an optional LR Baggs 
Element VTC pickup.

MAP: $1,299–$3,599.
$ Guild (guildguitars.com)

Alfred Offers 
the Hits

Alfred Music has added Billboard Great-
est Chart All-Stars to its “Instrumental Solos” 
series. The book contains hit songs from the 
Billboard Hot 100 and Billboard Hot 200 
lists of the past 50 years. 

Each instrument book, arranged for 
flute, clarinet, alto sax, tenor sax, trumpet, 
horn in F, trombone, violin, viola and cello, 
is edited and complete with articulations, 
dynamic markings, and keys suited for the 
level 2–3 player. Songs include The Week-
nd’s “Can’t Feel My Face” and Fleetwood 
Mac’s “Go Your Own Way,” among others.
$ Alfred Music (alfred.com)

Levy’s Leathers 
Hits the Beach 
With Lunar Lights

The MPDS2 (Lunar Lights) is a 2-inch 
polyester guitar strap with soft garment 
leather ends and sublimation printed beach 
scenes bathed in moonlight. The strap fea-
tures tri-glide adjustment and is available in 
multiple patterns.
$ Levy’s Leathers (levysleathers.com)

Los Cabos Fosters 
Distributor Relationships

In order to foster meaningful relation-
ships with distributors, Los Cabos Drum-
sticks will be launching its Global Preferred 
Partner Program.

This program will provide distributors 
with progressive marketing materials and 
first access to information about upcoming 

Los Cabos products. The GPP program 
will be accessible through a portal zone on 
the Los Cabos website, where distributors 
can log in and access any resources they 
may need, such as shipping options, price 
changes and promotional tools. 
i Los Cabos (loscabosdrumsticks.com)
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Ibanez Updates BTB Basses
As part of its Bass Workshop line, Ibanez 

has introduced the BTB845 — a five-string 
bass with an updated body shape and 
size. Also available in a six-string version 
(BTB846), the updated BTB has a larger, 
contoured body for superior comfort, and 
a longer upper horn, which connects to the 

body at the 18th fret for improved stabil-
ity and greater sustain. It features an exotic 
burl top with a mahogany back and an ash 
wing body. Other features include “Zero” 
frets for consistent intonation, a Mono-rail 
V bridge and Bartolini BH2 pickups.
$ Ibanez (ibanez.com)

Order Guardian Cases Online 
From TML’s Dealer Store

With 24-hour access 
and up-to-the-minute prod-
uct info, it’s now even easier 
to purchase Guardian Cases 
from The Music Link through 
the TML Dealer store. 

An industry leader in cases 
and bags, Guardian has con-
tinually grown its lines to ac-
commodate a broad range of instrument 
types and styles.

Guardian offers near-
ly 300 different  cases and 
bags, covering guitars, basses, 
banjos, mandolins, drums, 
winds, string instruments 
and more. To best serve deal-
ers and preserve margins, The 
Music Link offers free ship-
ping on purchases of 20 cases 

or more (some restrictions apply).
$ The Music Link (store.themusiclink.net)

Auralex Celebrates 40
Auralex is celebrating its 40th anni-

versary with the Anniversary Special Edi-
tion version of its MoPAD and MoPAD-XL 
monitor isolation platforms. 

Originally introduced in 2001, the Mo-
PAD has become the industry-standard 
monitor isolation pad for use in profes-
sional and home recording studios.

The Auralex MoPAD continues to be 
made from Auralex’s proprietary Studio-
foam formula that resists crumbling and 
discoloration from UV rays and maintains 
shape to support virtually all sizes of book-
shelf loudspeakers or recording monitors 
— up to 100 pounds each.

MoPAD Monitor Isolation Pads pro-
vide sonic isolation between monitors and 

whatever monitors are resting on — in-
stantly improving the accuracy of the en-
tire monitoring system. MoPADs are af-
fordable, easy to implement and effective 
at decoupling monitors, so users can expe-
rience the “one true sound” of monitoring 
equipment.

The updated design includes an angled 
cut into the front of the base of the MoPAD 
that reduces overhang on speaker stands 
and meter-bridges. 

Effective and versatile, the patented 
design allows for five different position-
ing options. By using the included MoPAD 
Wedge Adjusters, users can adapt their 
loudspeakers to various listening angles.
$ Auralex (auralex.com)

Triad-Orbit Offers 4 Core 
Stand Systems in Bundles 

Triad-Orbit’s stand system bundles in-
clude all the necessary Triad, Orbit and Mi-
cro core components and provide dealers 
with turnkey packages designed to simplify 
the process of understanding and buying 
T-O modular stand systems. 

“Triad-Orbit is committed to making our 
products easier to buy, [sell] and use,” said 
Marty Harrison of Access Products Group. 
“The modular element of Triad-Orbit stand 
systems can cause confusion because of the 
sheer number of Triad stand, Orbit boom, 
Micro adaptor and IO coupler components 
available to assemble custom support solu-
tions. We’ve bundled our four top-selling 
core stand systems that cover the vast ma-
jority of audio and AV support applications. 

We’re delighted to offer our dealers and us-
ers this option because simpler is better.”

The following bundled Triad-Orbit core 
stand systems are available immediately to 
further simplify the Triad-Orbit purchas-
ing and user experience: The T1O1M2/
Short Tripod Stand System, including one 
Triad T1, one Orbit O1 and one Micro M2; 
the T2O1M2/Standard Tripod Stand Sys-
tem, including one Triad T2, one Orbit O1 
and one Micro M2; the T1O2M2/Short Tri-
pod Stand System, including one Triad T1, 
one Orbit O2 and two Micro M2; and the 
T3O2M2/Tall Tripod Stand System, includ-
ing one Triad T3, one Orbit O2 and two Mi-
cro M2.
$ Triad-Orbit (triad-orbit.com)
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Gon Bops Offers Chrome Congos
Named after founder Mariano Bobadilla, 

Gon Bops Mariano Congas feature an au-
thentic Cuban look and sound. Designed 
with genuine calfskin heads, select light-
weight Durian wood and traditional hard-
ware, these drums offer full-bodied authen-
tic sound.

“Gon Bops vintage-style Mariano drums 

have a wonderful sound that is both warm 
and cutting,” said  Gon Bops artist Eliel Lazo, 
a world-renowned Cuban Conguero.

 Now available with a chrome hardware 
upgrade, Mariano congas are available in 
fours sizes — from Quinto to Super Tumba, 
and bongos are a 7-inch, 8½-inch pairing. 
$ Gon Bops (gonbops.com)

RCF Expands NXL Series 
With NXL44-A Line Source

RCF has continued to expand its column 
array line source series with the NXL44-A. 
With the NXL44-A, RCF has provided a 
powerful two-way line source, with sound 
delivered from three 10-inch neodymium 
woofers and a 1.4-inch driver with 3-inch 
voice coil on an asymmetrical waveguide. 

All are tuned to deliver uniform coverage 
and an extended frequency range. 

Precision controlled by an on-board DSP 

and driven by a two-channel digital amp, 
the NXL44-A delivers a natural sounding re-
sponse and provides high SPL for profession-
al live-sound reinforcement. 

The horn’s design is asymmetrical, en-
abling it to project sound energy with great 
accuracy, thereby avoiding undesired reflec-
tions. The 90-degree by 30-degree directivity 
means the enclosure always remains vertical. 
$ RCF (rcf-usa.com)Guitarists, 

Guitars Can 
Rest Together

The Gator Frameworks GFW-GTR-
SEAT combination guitar seat and single 
guitar stand provides a place to sit com-
fortably for both the player and their gui-
tar. This heavy-duty combination boasts a 
300-pound weight capacity and is an ideal 
height for any musician. 

The seat furnishes soft support with a 
durable, thick-padded cushion and a remov-
able ergonomic backrest. Rubber no-slip 
feet ensure stability while keeping players 
grounded. When actively playing and using 
the seat, the guitar stand on the bottom front 
legs folds up and secures out of the way of a 
player’s toe-tapping feet. 

The collapsible, compact design with 
quick-release pin makes it easy to pack up 
and store. 
$ Gator Cases (gatorframeworks.com)

Sabian Elite 
Blends Tones 

Sabian’s Elite cymbals take Artisan deep-
er, darker and dirtier. Extensive multi-peen 
and high-density hammering is one of the 
factors that contribute to the Elite sound, re-
sulting in tone that’s lower-pitched and dri-
er than other Artisan cymbals. Their unique 
lathing and flatter, lower-profile bell also re-
sult in a woody-bell tone that’s more integrat-
ed into the overall cymbal sound than other 
Artisan models. 

The lathing also delivers articulation that 
gets close to that of a raw cymbal, while let-
ting the cymbal open up to a degree. Essen-
tially, it’s a blend of open tone from the lathed 
sections with dry articulation from the un-
lathed. Artisan Elite also differ from other Ar-
tisan cymbals in appearance. With un-lathed 
traces of surface revealing tin oxide and oth-
er imperfections, they will appeal to drum-
mers who like dirt and blemishes on their 
cymbals. 

Artisan Elite cymbals are offered in 20- 
and 22-inch models, and 14- and 16-inch 
hats, in a natural finish only.
$ Sabian (sabian.com)
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Framus Celebrates
Founder’s 100th

Fred Wilfer played a central role in the 
development of MI manufacturing in Ger-
many after World War II. On Jan. 2, 2017, 
Framus, the guitar company he founded in 
1946, began a year-long celebration of what 
would have been Wilfer’s 100th birthday. 

Framus turned into a global brand and 
the largest guitar factory in Germany by the 
1960s. Wilfer’s son Hans-Peter joined him in 
the business in 1982 and the two worked to-
gether until Wilfer’s death in 1996.  
i Warwick (warwickbass.com)

Taylor Hires
Environmentalist

Continuing its focus on guitar wood sus-
tainability, Taylor Guitars has hired well-
known environmentalist Scott Paul to the 
newly created position of director, natural 
resource sustainability. With more than 20 
years experience devoted to forest protection 
and mitigating the effects of climate change, 
Paul has held senior positions at many of the 
world’s leading environmental organizations, 
including Greenpeace.   
i Taylor Guitars (taylorguitars.com)

Listen in Luxury
Floyd Rose has married sound quality 

with luxury design for its FR-36 Bluetooth 
Headphones. Delivering true balanced highs 
and lows, the combination delivers both 
sound clarity and comfort. Using APTX CSR 
Audio Technology, these new FR-36 Blue-
tooth Wireless/Wired cans boast 14 hours of 
continuous music on a full charge.   
$ Floyd Rose (floydroseaudio.com)

Reunion Blues
Sails Voyager
Guitar Cases

Reunion Blues’ RB Continental Voy-
ager Series guitar cases feature the com-
pany’s impact-resistant Flexoskeleton 
and an efficient internal structure 
that maintains a high standard 
of protection while reducing the 
weight and bulk of the cases. 
The line combines custom-
milled, exterior fabric with 
a water-resistant texture that 
wears well.
$ Ace Products (aceproducts.com)

From left: Jazz icon Attila Zoller, guitar 
builder Richard Müller and Framus' Fred Wilfer.



33UBD January 22, 2017

In the world of digital music making, 
sampling refers to the act of digitally record-
ing a portion or sample of one sound record-
ing and reusing it in a different recording. 
Ikutaro Kakahashi, the founder of Roland 
Corporation, was instrumental in establish-
ing MIDI as a worldwide standard for elec-
tronic musical instruments. The 86-year-old 
now takes the term “sampling” in a new di-
rection in his book, An Age Without Samples, 
published by Hal Leonard Books. 

In An Age Without Samples, Kakehashi 
argues that the digital age has left us with-
out samples we can borrow from; however, 
with the change brought about by informa-
tion technology, he sees a rare opportunity 
for new ventures in businesses that need the 
vision of creative and original thinking.
$ Hal Leonard (halleonard.com)

QSC Expands Loudspeaker Line
QSC has added two 

models to the company’s 
E Series loudspeaker line. 
The E218SW dual 18-inch 
subwoofer and E215 dual 
15-inch full-range cabi-
net now bring the model 
count of the Series to six.

Designed to meet the 
high-output, low fre-
quency reproduction re-
quirements of production 
professionals in larger 
indoor or outdoor venue applications, the 
E218SW subwoofer features two 18-inch, 

die-cast frame woofers 
with 4-inch voice coils.

The E215 full-range 
loudspeaker features dual 
15-inch LF drivers with a 
3½-inch voice coil, and 
utilizes a frequency-shad-
ing topology, minimizing 
vertical lobing through 
the HF crossover transi-
tion.  A large format 1.4-
inch, 2.8-inch voice coil, 
device provides transpar-

ent high-frequency reproduction.
$ QSC (qsc.com)

PRS Loads Up S2 Vela Satin
PRS Guitars has introduced the S2 Vela 

Satin, a vintage-inspired guitar with person-
ality and tonal textures. Continuing in the 
style of the Mira and Starla models, the Vela 
boasts an offset body shape that is elegant 
and edgy. The addition of a satin nitro finish 
for this limited edition gives the Vela added 

attitude, resonance and feel. 
The S2 Vela’s pick guard-loaded elec-

tronics feature a PRS-designed Starla pick-
up in the bridge, providing a bright, punky 
tone, and a PRS-designed Type-D single-
coil in the neck that gives it bite.
$ PRS Guitars (prsguitars.com)

Superlux Makes Portable 
Recording Easy

Superlux’s SE108 overcomes the bulky 
identity of the ordinary conventional speak-
er with the portable back bag.

The built-in wireless microphones and 
wireless Bluetooth technology will free us-
er’s hands and offer an easy connection with 
headphones and other devices without the 
constraints of cables.
$ Superlux (avlex.com)

Kakehashi Writes ‘An 
Age Without Samples’

marketplace
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10:00 A.M.

Lisa Bella Donna
EarthQuaker Devices

Booth 4296

11:00 A.M.

Joey Landreth & Ariel Posen demo 
Waterloo Guitars.
(also at 2:30 p.m.)
Collings Guitars

Booth 1525

11:30 A.M.
 

Case Tanner
EarthQuaker Devices

Booth 4296

12:00 P.M.

Brian Donohoe & Carter Arrington
EarthQuaker Devices

Booth 4296

Denmantau
King Blossom Guitars

Booth 1482

Jaq Mackenzie
Sennheiser

Booth 6577

1:00 P.M.

Nick Maybury performs.
D’Angelico Guitars

Booth 212 A-B

 

KAT PERKINS
Electro-Voice

Booth 6567

Nick Arnold
Neunaber Audio Effects

Booth 1489

Tim Landers performs.
Pedulla Guitars

Booth 5962

1:30 P.M.

Dimitry Scopelitti
King Blossom Guitars

Booth 1482

DAVE WECKL
QSC

Booth 6555

2:00 P.M.

Simon Fuerst performs.
D’Angelico Guitars

Booth 212 A-B

Juan Alderete & Jonathan Hischke
EarthQuaker Devices 
Booth 4296

Matt Schofield performs.
Mad Professor Amplification

Booth 4176

Matt Cartsonis Trio
Sennheiser

Booth 6577

Jose Luis Peraza
Zemaitis Guitars

Booth 201 C

3:00 P.M.

Lari Basilio performs.
D’Angelico Guitars

Booth 212 A-B

Cold Kingdom
Electro-Voice

Booth 6567

John Huldt performs.
Mad Professor Amplification

Booth 4176

Marcus Eaton
Sennheiser

Booth 6577

4:00 P.M.

Jeff Lawson
King Blossom Guitars

Booth 1482
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11:00 A.M.
From Concept to Product: How 
to Manifest Your Great App Idea
Active Media Production Group
Master Class (202 A)

CJ Burton, former touring drummer with Air 

Supply and creator of the StagePlot Guru for 

iPad app, will provide insight into creating a 

successful app starting with just a great idea. 

Still Blurry: The Changing  
Landscape of Copyright Law
Heather Rafter, attorney, RafterMarsh 
TEC Lab (202 B)

This session will feature a seasoned panel 

of experts to untangle the blurred lines 

between creative expression and copyright 

infringement.

Play It Loud: A Panel About  
the Electric Guitar
Paul Riario, Guitar World Gear Editor
The Forum (203 A-B)

Brad Tolinski, co-author of the book “Play 

It Loud, The History of the Electric Guitar” 

(Doubleday), joins a panel of guitar gurus as 

they discuss milestones in the evolution of 

this iconic instrument. 

12:00 P.M.
Distributing Your Music Online
Dan Korobkin, Source Audio
Master Class (202 A)

Industry experts will discuss online delivery 

platform options currently available to song-

writers, artists and music publishers.

Navigating the DMCA as a Content 
Owner, Creator or User
TEC Lab (202 B)

Led by John Tehranian, a founding partner 

with One (an entertainment and intel-

lectual property firm based in Southern 

California), this talk examines the history 

of the DMCA; the operation of its safe-har-

bor, takedown and liability regime; and the 

critiques of its operation from the point of 

view of content creators, owners, users and 

internet service providers. 

Making Money Making Music!
Jay Warsinske, INDIEPOWER
The Forum (203 A-B)

Top pros across all areas of the music and 

entertainment business break down the areas 

where monies are being made and how to po-

sition yourself for them.

1:00 P.M.
Maintaining Relevance:  
The Connective Tissue Theory 
Jeff Weber, Weberworks
Master Class (202 A)

This session lays out a series of targeted 

moves any musician can make to stay in the 

public eye and build his or her brand. 

IP Issues for Audio Manufacturers
Mark Mizrahi, Wolf, Rifkin; Shapiro, 
Schulman & Rabkin
TEC Lab (202 B)

A walk through all of the major IP protection 

“tools” as they come into play in the music 

products industry, with real-world examples 

of IP registrations for music equipment. 

The Sessions, Part 1: Career 
Advice from Music Industry 
Artists & Pros
The Sessions
The Forum (203 A-B)

Knowledgeable business tips and real-life 

experiences shared by music industry pro-

fessionals with years of experience makes 

this an interesting, entertaining and price-

less presentation!

2:00 P.M.
Millionaire Mindset for Music 
Professionals
Jim DeCicco, Millionaire Mindset 
for Life
Master Class (202 A)

Join Millionaire Mindset for Life creator Jim 

DeCicco as he guides you to unlock your true 

potential for real wealth and freedom. 

Protecting and Profiting from Your 
Original Music
Erin Jacobson, music industry lawyer
TEC Lab (202 B)

Erin M. Jacobson, Esq. will cover how to start 

your own music publishing company, how to 

properly manage your compositions and in-

tellectual property, and ways to earn revenue 

from your music such as through synchroni-

zation placements.

The Sessions, Part 2: The Path to 
Success in Today’s Music Industry
The Sessions
The Forum (203 A-B)

Part 2 of this traveling career accelerator 

goes a step deeper into empowering stu-

dents with no-nonsense business informa-

tion from veteren music industry profes-

sionals who share their knowledge and 

experience.  

3:00 P.M.
CandoMusos – Empowerment  
for Disabled Musicians
David Segal, CandoMusos
Master Class (202 A)

CandoMusos and its members have been fea-

tured in the press all over the world during 

the past year. The organization now has more 

than 200 members from 22 countries and 

continues to inspire and bring hope to musi-

cians with challenges. 

Negotiating a Recording Contract 
in 2017
Ryan Kairalla, music business 
attorney
TEC Lab (202 B)

Entertainment lawyer, author and podcaster 

Ryan Kairalla will discuss these concepts in 

an interactive format. This is a must-attend 

session for all artists. 

Social Media on Steroids:  
Strategies that Work
Kevin Gazzara
The Forum (203 A-B)

Reach more people of your target mar-

ket online — without spending money on 

ads! This session will empower you to use 

techniques that will change your marketing 

game immediately. 

Tec tracks
All TEC Tracks will be held in rooms 202 A, 202 B and 203 A-B.
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BREAKFAST SESSION
8:30–9:30 A.M.
Best in Show
Frank Alkyer, publisher of Music Inc. 
& UpBeat Daily magazines, & panel
Hilton Anaheim Hotel, Pacific Ballrooms

What will be the biggest products, must-see 

innovations and technology breakthroughs in 

the new year? Host Frank Alkyer, publisher of 

Music Inc. and UpBeat Daily magazines, will 

moderate this fast-moving panel which will 

reveal the hottest products and services from 

this year’s show.

10:30 A.M.
5 Ways to Boost Your Brand  
in the Music Business
Brett Berhoff, 
entrepreneur & thought leader
Join entrepreneur, thought leader and Huff-
ington Post contributor Brett Berhoff to ex-

plore creative marketing strategies.

11:00 A.M.
Lessons Learned, Featuring 
Omar Hakim & Rachel Z (Double 
Session)
Chandra Lynn, GlowLiving (host); 
Omar Hakim, drummer; Rachel Z, 
keyboardist
Chandra Lynn, MI marketing veteran, takes 

her “Lessons Learned” video interview series 

to the NAMM Idea Center’s live stage for 

hard-won wisdom from legendary drummer 

Omar Hakim (Sting, David Bowie, Journey 

and Madonna) and keyboardist Rachel Z 

(Peter Gabriel, Vertu with Stanley Clarke and 

Lenny White, and Pino Daniele).

12:00 P.M.
How to Build a Fan Base  
on YouTube (Double Session)
Laura B. Whitmore, Mad Sun 
Marketing (Moderator); & panel
In this session, Laura B. Whitmore, president 

of Mad Sun Marketing, will sit down with art-

ists who built their careers using YouTube. 

1:00 P.M.
Marketing & PR Power Tips  
for Musicians (Double Session)
Jillian Kelleher, Connector 

Entertainment Group (Moderator); 
Victor Brodén, bassist; Ed James, 
Anthemic Agency
It’s no secret that traditional A&R and the 

days of scoring a career-making record deal 

are just about gone. Today, it’s not about who 

you know — it’s about who knows you. 

2:00 P.M.
Hit Songwriting Strategies: Change 
for the Changing Industry (Double 
Session)
Thornton Cline, award-winning 
songwriter (Moderator); Michele Vice-
Maslin, songwriter; Ted Perlman, 
producer & songwriter; Gloria Loring, 
artist
The music industry is constantly evolving. 

Hit songwriting and business strategies that 

used to work may not be relevant in today’s 

ever-changing music industry. In this session, 

award-winning songwriter Thornton Cline will 

lead a panel of hit songwriters who will show 

you how to navigate these changes.

2:30 P.M.
Ukulele Circle
Anaheim C.C., NAMM Member Center

Add the uke to your musical repertoire! 

Unleash your Island Spirit at the annual 

ukulele circle, where you’ll learn the basics 

of the instrument known as the “jumping 

flea.” No experience required, and ukes will 

be provided! Facilitated by Lenny San Jose. 

Presented by NAMM in collaboration with 

Kala Brand Music.

3:00 P.M.
Women in the Music Industry 
Sound Off (Double Session)
Laura B. Whitmore, Women’s 
International Music Network 
(Moderator); & panel
Ever feel like you’re a lone woman navigat-

ing the music industry? Rest assured, we’re 

with you! In this insightful session, lead-

ing female music-industry VIPs share their 

insights, strategies and stories, focusing on 

challenges and successes. Hosted by Laura 

B. Whitmore, founder of the Women’s Inter-

national Music Network, this fast-paced hour 

welcomes men, too!

Unless otherwise noted, the following events will be held in NAMM’s Idea Center 
(level 1 lobby, between halls B and C).

SUNDAY, JANUARY 22, 2017

schedule

Best in Show, 8:30 p.m. 






